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H E Support and Preſervation of 
the C 22 Religion, as it is a 
Work which lies upon aff Belie- 
vers in general, who are eve 

one of them in their private Capacities obll 

ged to promote it to the utmoſt of their 

Power; ſo it does in a more A man- 

ner concern the Governours of the C hurch, 

who are entruſted with Authority for this 


very End, that they wy 4 gather Men into 
one 


4 The INTRODUCTION. 
one Communion and Fellowſhip, built upon the 
Foundation of the A Poſer and Prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being i ag bs orner Stone. By 
how much the better Proviſion therefore 

there is made in any particular Bay or Com- 
munion of Chriſtians for the ſecuring this 
great Point, by iq much the more excellent 
that Communion is, as it does by ſo much ti 
more effectually anſwer the Ed for whic 

it was eſtabliſhed. If we examine the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England under this 
View, we {hall find it in the main agree- 
able to the moſt ancient and primitive Pat- 
terns; a very ſtrong Preſumption with all 
impartial and conſiderate Men, that it is no 
leſs 5 to the Word of God, and to 
the Reaſon of Things. But ſome there have 

been of late, and (what is moſt of all to be 
lamented) thoſe too even among, ourſelves, 
who being carried ay wh the Itch of 
Novelty, and being deſirous to make way 
or certain Schemes of their own amine 
ave taken great Pains to pull down wha 
our Forctathers with a much greater Care 
and Induſtry have built up; who are per- 
petually quarrelling with ſetled Rules; who 
repreſent thoſe Orders of our Church, the 
Appointment and dye Obſervance whereof 
have hitherto been thought neceſſary, to 
keep out Hereſies, and to preſerve the Purity 
of the Faith and God's Worſhip among us, 
as highly injurious to the Privileges of its 
_ i - 5 3 ” Members, | 


8 _ j9T XD 3h Of) 0 ED. % oy © 


QA wy) = Fu 0 o 0 


The INTRODUCTION. 5 
Members, as robbing them of that Liberty 
with which Chriſt hath- made them free, and 
keeping them till entangled in the Toke pf 
Bondage It is my Deſign in this Diſcourſe 
carefully to Sr whether theſe Com- 
plaints have any juſt Foundation or not : But 


in el this I do not think it proper for me 


diſti to purſue all, or any of theſe Wri- 
ters in their articular Methods of arguing 
upon the Caſe: This would be enough to 


diſcourage the generality of Readers, who 


by the diſingenuous Management of a very 
eminent Leader (whom I ſhall have too fre- 
quent occaſion to mention hereafter) have 
been made well nigh fick of a Controverſy, 
whoſe main Points are but now going to be 
entred upon. Setting aſide therefore as much 
as may be all Matters merely perſonal, and 
confinty myſelf to thoſe things which up- 
on a Sal d view of the whole I judge to 
be mitem I ſhall in the ſhorteſt manner I 
can lay 'before' the Reader an Account of 
that Method by which under the Provi- 
dence of God Chriſtianity ſeems to me moſt 
likely to be ſupported : And if this appears 
to be the very Method which is obſerved 
in our Eftabliſh'd Church, nothing will J hope 
be farther neceſſary to vindicare her in this 
Particular, | | 
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doth properly conſiſt. 97; 
B T before I enter upon this Point, it 


may not be amiſs es, Go ſtate the 
2tion of Chriſtianity, and to Thew wherein 
it doth properly conſiſt. This is ſo much 
the more neceſſary, becauſe it has been cu- 
ſtomary of late to treat of it in ſuch a man- 
ner as if it did principal conſiſt in Moral 
Virtue; whereas in Truth Moral Virtue is fo 
far from being the principal Part of Chriſtja- 
nit, that it 15 not %% Fart of it properly fo 
called, Chriſtianity properly, ſpeaking is that 
Revelation which was made to Mankind hy 
Jeſus Chriſt ; which pre ſuppoſes natyrel Re. 


* 


ligion, as that which is en repare 
1 


Men for the Reception of it. ine is 
fulfilled, the Ringdom of God is at hand, repent 


Je, and believe the Goſpel, ſays our Lord; Mark 


1. 15. And 'tis well known: that the Buſineſs 
of John the Baptiſt, his Forerunner, was to 
preach Repentauce- Now to repent was then 
nothing elſe but to reſcue themſelves, from 
thoſe Corruptions in reference to the'Lew of 
Nature, into which they had degenerated, 
7, e. it was to return back to a State of Moral 
Righteouſneſs ; and it is obſervable that thoſe 
who were in ſuch a State, are ſpoken of by 

aur 


| Of the Nature of Chriſtianity. 7 


our Saviour as the only fit Perſons to become 


his Diſciples. F any Man will do the Will of 


him that ſent me, he ſpall know of the Dodrine 
whether it be of God, or mhether I ſpeak of my 


ſelf, John 7. 17. He that is of God heareth 


God's Mords; ye therefore hear them not be- 
cauſe,ye are not of God, chap. 8. 47. And 
. repreſenting the Effects of his Doctrine by the 
Parable of the Soner, he ſets forth the Honeſt 
and good Heart, as the'good Ground in which 
only it would become fruitful, Luke 8. 1 5. 


I have diſcourſed of this Point at large in * 


another place, which the Reader may have 
recourſe to if he thinks it needful. In the 
mean while it ſeems evident, that Moral 
Virtue being required amecedentiy to Chriſtia- 
nity, in order to Prepare Men for the recep- 
tion of it, cannot therefore properly be a Part 
of Chriſtianity. In « common and general 
Way of ſpeaking we are indeed apt to take 
every thing into the Notion of Chriſtianity 
which does any way concern the Behaviour 
of a Chriſtian; in which Senſe *tis certain 


that Moral Righteouſneſs, if it be not the 


principal, is at leaſt one very conſideralle Part 
of Chriſtianity. But Chriſtianity is, I think, 
properly that which diſtinguiſbeth thoſe who 
are Chriſtians from thoſe who are not ſo, 
which cannot be affirmed of Moral Righte- 


n 
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Operations of the Holy Spirit, chap. 2. and 3. 


ouſneſs. 
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8 Of the Nature of Chiiſttanity, 
ouſneſs. For this is not peculiar to any one 
particular Sect or Party, but either is, or 
ought to be, common to Men of all Religions. 
TCTuxlsrIANITxy therefore conſidered as a 
Divine Revelation, conſiſts in theſe two Par- 
ticulars, vis. 1. In that Faith (i. e. in thoſe 
Matters of Belief) which Jeſus Chriſt came 
to 8 or declare to Mankind. And, 2. 
In thoſe poſitive Inſtitutions Which he hath 
ſuperadded to the Lam of Nature, in order ta 
the gathering Men into one viſible Commu- 
nion or Fellonſbip under the Profeſſion of this 
Faith. By conſequence Chriſtianity conſider- 
ed as it is a Quality inherent in thoſe who 
are called Chriſtians, muſt conſiſt in the re- 
ceiving and being directed according to this 
Faith, and in making an outward and wiſible 
Profeſſion of the ſame by their Obedience lo 
theſe poſitive Inſtitutions. This Faith which 
I here ſpeak of is the *Eveyyiar, the Goſpel; 
or gcod Tidings of great Foy, which compre- 
hends the whole Body of Divine Kpowleage re- 
lating to God's Method of Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and which, if we would ſpeak accu- 
rately, we muſt diſtinguiſh from the Laws 
or Precepts of Chriſt, of what ſort ſoever 
they be. For the Precepts of Chriſt point 
out to us the Things required to be done on the 
Part of Man; the Goſpel or good Tidings 
{hews the Favour promiſed on the Part of 
God; and the latter of theſe are the Object of 
our Faith, as the former are of our * 
1 at 


Of the Nature of Chriſtianity” 9 
That we muſt be holy and without Blame be- 
fore Gud; that we muſt mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, and yield an uniform Obedience to 
the Commandments of Chriſt; theſe are things 
grievous and burdenſome to our corrupted Na- 
tures; theſe therefore cannot be the good Ti- 
dings of great Joy which ſhould be to all Peopl 8. 
But the good Traings of great Joy are this My- 
ſtery, and whatſoever contributes towards 
underſtanding the full Extent and true Con- 
ſequences of it, to wit, that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the World anto himſelf, not impating 
their Treſpaſſes unto them. That the Worp | 
(even that Woxp which was from the begin- | 
ning with God, and which was God) was made 
Fleſh; and dwelt among us: That the Son of | 
God became Man, ſuffered and died for our 
Sins, and purchaſed eternal Redemption for us, if 
Theſe are the Points which I would pro- | 
poſe to thoſe who are apt to make light of 
Errors in Point of Faith, and to lay (as I juſt 
now obſerved) the main Streſs of their Sal. 
vation upon their moral OI ä 
them conſider, I ſay, that fo far as they fall | 
ſhort of the Faith of the Goſpel, ſo far they 
fall ſhort of the proper ſpecifick Character of a — 
Chriſtian, and eonſequently ſo far diſtant they 
are from à Claim to thoſe Promiſes which 
were given through the Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and which are made to Chriſtians 
only. I muſt alſo recommend it to thoſe | 
Who are diſpoſed to vilify Obedience to the 
Ds | poſitive | 
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to Of the Nature of Chriſtianity. 

poſitive Inftitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, to take 
notice, that they vilify that which, in con- 
junction with true Faith, beſpeaks them to 


be what 1 profeſs themſelves to be, the 
E 


Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt; and which is the 
only Inſtance in which they can properly 


ſhe their Submiſſion to him, as their Lord 
and Maſter. We have been often told of late 


that Chriſt is our Ning and Lamgiver ; and 
how heinous a thing it is not to ſhem our. 


ſelves SuBJECTS to HIM, and to Him ONLv. 


A heinous thing indeed it is, and Cod grant 
that we may all of us be duly ſenſible of it. 
But how do we ſhew ourſelves Subjects to 
Chriſt ? Not ſurely by our Obedience to the 
Moral Law, becauſe with reſpect to this Chriſt 
came not to ps under the Quality of a Law- 
giver, The Law of Morality is the Law of | 
Reaſon and Nature; it would therefore have 
been a Law tho? Chriſt had never came, and 
a Law it is, to which he could not poſſibly 
by his Authority add any greater Weight than 
what it had from the beginning. With reſpett 


to this therefore Chritt. was. not a Lamgiver, 


but the Preacher of a Law already given, as 
John the Baptiſt and the Prophets were be- 
tore him. But in this, that he revealed to us 
the ſecret Purpoſes of God concerning the 
Salvation of Men ; and this, that -he gave 
us nem Inſtitutions of his own, requiring our 
B-iicf of the one, and our Obedience to the 
other; in theſe things, I ſay, he did Ie 
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Of the Nature of Chriſtianity, IL 
ſhew himſelf to be our Ning and Længiver, 
and therefore. theſe muſt be the Points in 


which we. muſt ſhem ourſelves to be his Sub- 
jects. I need not obferye, that under theſe _ 


poſitive Inſtitutions I include, not only-thoſe 
which are en#nently ſo called, to wit, Bap- 


tiſm and the Lord's Supper; but all thoſe ' 


Ordinances relating to the Government of 
Chriſt's Church, whether expreſly given by 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or virtually implied 
under them. For that there ſhould be 2 
Church, i. e. a viſible Communion or Fellow» 


ſhip among Chriſtians, being itſelf a poſitive 


Inſtitution ; all thoſe Appointments which are 
neceſlary to the conſtituting a Church muſt be 
ſo too; and conſequently our Obedience to or 
Compliance with ſuch Appointments, muſt 
be an Act of Submiſſion to Chriſt under the 
Quality of a Legiſlator. W 

Hos Reſult then is hg N 5 2 
and Morality are, properly ſpeaking, different 
things. That Morality Is the old — Linh 


was from the beginning; and Chriſtianity à 


new Law added to the old. Now this Job- 
ſerve in order to bring the Reader to the true 


Point in hand, and to ſhew him, that the 


meaning of the preſent Enquiry is, not what 
it is proper for the Governoars of the Church 
to do in order to ſecure Obedience to the Moral 
Law ; but what it is proper for them to do in 
order to preſerve the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and to ſecure Obedience to the poſitive 
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12 Of the Nature of Chriſtianity- 


Inſtitutions of Chriſt ; that Men may not 
ſink down into Deiſm;, that Chriſtianity may 
not be made uſe of as a Name to cover over 
the vileſt Hertſies, and the moſt wretched. 
Apeſtacies from it, but that a true Chriſtian 


Communion may be kept up, by a joint and 
| hearty Profeſſion of thoſe Truths, and a re- 


gular Obſervance of thoſe Duties, by which 
Chriſtians are difinguiſhed from the reſt of 
Mankind. This is that, and that on), which 
the Governours of the Church, conſidered - as 
ſuch, are direfly concerned to take care about. 
For the immediate Concern of the Governouy; 
of the Church is to ſupport the Church. Now 
the Church being a Society gathered together 
under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and this 
Profeſſion being that in virtue whereof it be- 
comes a Church; the Preſervation of Chriftia« 
ity muſt therefore be the immediate Concern 
of thoſe whoſe immediate Concern it is to 
ſupport the Church. Tis true indeed, that 
ſince the Preſervation of true Religion, 
which conſiſts in Obedience to the Moral 
Law, was the great End of introducin 

Chriſtianity; and ſince upon this Account 
Obedience to the Moral Law, is as much a 
Condition of Salvation under the Goſpel as it 
was before; that therefore the Governours of 
the Church, as Minifters of Salvation at large, 
are obliged to take care of Morality. But 4s 


Governours of the Chriſtian Church, their 


immediate Concern is to take care of Chifi- 
e 0 ſtianity; 


Of the Nature of Chriftianity, 13 
ſtianity; and ſince the End of Faith is Obe- 
dience, *tis the Buſineſs of Church Governors 
to ſecuremot a mere external Profeſſion, but 
an inward, operative Perſuaſion ; and to' ſee 
that true Faith be attended with a ſuitable 


Behaviour. Now ſince this never is, or can 


be, where the Practice of Moral Duties is 


wanting (the Faith of the Goſpel directing us 


to the Practice of Moral Duties) for this rea- 
ſon they are to ſee that Obedience be paid to 
the Law of Morality, But the immediate 
reaſon of their Office is founded not in the 
Law of Nature, but in that which is ſuper- 
added to the Law of Nature; for had there 
been no Eſtabliſhment of a Church, i. e. no 
Appointment of outward and viſible Commu- 
nion among Chriſtians, there had been no 
Appointment of Church Governours. 


, * 


So wide are thoſe Men of the Truth, who 


treat of Church Government in ſuch a manner, 


as if the only End of it were to ſecure the 


Morality of thoſe who are, or pretend to be, 
Members of the Church. — But it is time 
that I now proceed to the main Subject; to 
which it had been no improper Introduction, 
if I had ſhewn who are the Governours of the 
Church, i. e. who thoſe are in every Age to 
whom, by the Appointment of Chriſt, the 
Care of Chrifianity is committed. But we 
have reaſon to hope for a Deciſion of this 


Point from a very eminent Hand, for which 


cauſe I thought it would be more decent in 
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14 Of the Nature of: Chriſtianity. 


me to paſs it over; eſpecially conſideri 
that the preſent Queſtion can receive 7 
manner of Alteration, on which ſide ſoever 


the otber may happen to be determined. For 


that there ought to be a viſible Communion 


among Chriſtians; and that in order hereto 


there muſt be Rules, according to which 
Men muſt be admitted to and excluded from 
Communion : That there muſt in every 
Church, or particular Body of Chriſtians, be 
an Appointment of Perſons to the Office of 
pablick Teachers, and a Determination of the 
Manner and Circumitances of Publick Wors 
ſhip; theſe are Points agreed on all hands. 


Now where-ever the Power of making theſe 


Rules, Appointments, and Determinations, is 
lodged ; whether it be in the Clergy, by a 
Commiſſion firſt granted to the Apo#les, and 
from them derived down to others by Suc- 
ceſſion; or whether it be in the Civil Magi- 
irate being Chriſtian; or whether it be in 
the whole. Body or Society of Chriſtians. col- 
tectively taken; I ſay, which ſoever of theſe 
be the Caſe, here will ſtill be Church Gover- 
nours, and the Care of Chriſtianity incum- 
bent upon them as ſuch, and the Methods of 
ſupporting it will be the very ſame. What 


are the proper Methods in order to this End, 
is the thing, and the only thing, now in que- 


ſtion; in determining which there will be 

no need for me to proceed with a diſtinct 

regard to the particular Branches of Chri- 
| | ſtlanity, 
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Of Articles of Subſeription: 15 
ſtianity, foraſmuch as the Methods proper 
both tor the Preſeyvation of the Chri#iax 
Faith, and for the ſecuring Obedience to the 

ſitive Inftitutions of Chriſt, do not in the 


leaſt differ the one from the other. This 


then is the Point, which ſhall be the Subject 
of our preſent Enquiry, viz. What Methods 


are proper to be made uſe of by the GOVERNORS "IF 
of the CHURCH, that the CHRISTIAN Faith 


mey be belt ſupported and preſerved. 
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CHAP. . 
Of AxxIcxESs of SUBSCRIPTION. | 


N the firſt place then I think it will uni- 
verſally be granted, that the only ade- 


_ Means of Faith, and that by which 


aith is immediately conveyed to the Mind, 
is INSTRUCTION. For Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, i. e. by Inſtruction; and therefore there 
can be 0 Faith where there is no Inſtruction. 
There is the ſame relation between Revela- 
tion and Inſtruction, that there is between 
the Law of Nature and right Reaſon ; for the 
Law of Nature is the Law of Reaſon, and 
therefore it ſuppoſeth Reaſon, as the Means 
by which it is underſtood. In like manner 
Revelation is the Declaration of the Divine 


Will in certain Points, to the Practice or Pro- 


feſſion of which we are not directed by Rec- 


/ on, 


16 Of Articles of Subſcription. 

on, which therefore ſuppoſeth the Teſtimony 
= Iuſtruction of thoſe oF whom a Bela. 
ration is made. Now as Faith cometh by 
hearing, ſo hearing alſo cometh by the Word of 

God, 1. e. thro? the Voice gr Speech of 
firſt declaring his own Will. For the TR 
Matter of Revelation being the fecret Will of 
God, *tis plain that God's own immediate 
Declaration of himſelf muſt be the original 
Source of In#ruition, and conloquently the 
ultimate Foundation of Faith, which de- 
ds upon Inſtruction. But it is not need- 
ful that God ſhould immediately reveal him- 
| ſelf to all thoſe to whom he purpoſeth that 
his Will ſhould be made known; it is ſuffi- 
cient for this Purpoſe, if having once reveal- 
ed himſelf immedzately, he appoints. thoſe to 
whom he has thus revealed himſelf (furnifh- 
ed with proper Credentials of their coming 
from him) to bear Teſtimony of this Revela- 
tion to the reſt of Mankind. And after this 
manner it pleaſed him that the Chriſtian Re- 
velation ſhould be communicated and ſpread 
abroad. It was firſt delivered by Jeſus Chriſt 
to his Apoſtles whom he had choſen, who being 
veſted with extraordinary. Powers, and ha- 
ving, after our Lord's Departure, received 
more full and ample Inſtructions from the 
Holy Spirit, under whoſe immediate Directs 
on they were to continue throughout the 
whole Courſe of their Miniſtry, were com- 
manded to go into all the World and preach the 
' Ez Goſpel 
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being mortal, could not always preach the 
Goſpel in their own Perſons, nor did it ſeem 


meet to the Divine Wiſdom to continue 4 


perpetual Succeſſion of Men, intruſted with the 
ſame Powers, and favoured with the ſame 
Advantages; and therefore leſt Chriſtianity, 
being left entirely to depend upon the Per- 
ſonal Teaching of uninſpir'd Men, the very 
Name of it ſhould in Proceſs of Time have 
been forgotten, or its Doctrines corrupted, 
either thro” the Trenchery or the Careleſneſs of 
thoſe thro? whoſe Hands it was to come, it 
pleaſed God to provide us with his written 


Word, which, not being liable to the ſame 


Abuſes, might be a ſtanding Evidence to all 


Apes, what is the Faith that was once delivered 


to the Saints. 3 

The Scriptures then ſerving to us inſtead 
of the Word of God, i. e. inſtead of an imme- 
diate Divine Revelation, the main and prin 
cipal Support of the Chriſtian Faith mult be, 
that the Study of them be duly encouraged. 
For theſe being the Te# or Criterion, by 
which the Revelations of God are diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Inventions of Men; it is 
plain that the Chriſtian Faith muſt more or 
leſs thrive or decay, proportionably as the 
Scriptures are more or leſs regarded. It ought 
therefore to be the firſt Care of the Gover- 
nours of the. Church, not only that the Scrip- 
8 | GC Fures 


Of Articles of Subſcription. 17 
Goſpel to. every C reature. But the Apoſtles, 
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18 Of Articles of Subſcription. 
tures be left open to all, but that all be ehrt. 
ed to a ſerious and diligent Peruſal of them; 
which will be a conſtant Check upon thoſe 
who for worldly Ends may be diſpoſed to 
45 the 1 10 2 alſo an effectual Means 
of expoſing and bringing to open Light 
Wet er y Pounds r edge I 
Tonorince may at any time have brought into 
the Church. But altho” this be'»ereſſery, yet 
it is not alone ſufficient ; for tis eaſy to judge 


by what we every Day experience, that 
were the Scriptures only laid open to all, and 
every Man left to pick out his Religion as 
he was able, and ſhould find himfelf diſpo- 
ſed , ſuch is the Stupidity of ſome, ſuch the 
Careleſneſs and Trconſiderateneſs of others; 
that very few,comparatively ſpeaking, would 
attain to a competent. underſtanding of 
the things that pertain to Salvation, This 
makes it to be the Duty of every Pa- 
ſtor of the Church to inſtruct the Je- 
norant, and to awaken the Careleſs and Neg- 
lizent, that neither the one may be lo 

thro? their own Wantonneſe, nor the other 
wreſt the Scriptures to their own Deſtruction. 
Now this being the Caſe, it muſt be evident 
to any Man of common Underſtanding, that 
in order to the Preſervation of the Chriſtian 
Faith, it is highly expedient, and even ne- 
ceſlary, that the Work of Iuſtruction be com- 
mitted to proper Hands. That none * 

| 1 
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ſed (64 85 11 oſſible) to the ſacred Mini- 
ſry of the ; bur thoſe who are SEH 
in the A * 25 of our 702 and, Saviour Te- 


/us Chriſt. None but thoſe Who (in the Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe) are Workmen, that need na, be 


alſamec + ht) ute "the Word of Frath, 
2 urs by Tonk Dottri both to exhort aud 
convince Gainſay ers. Nor is it leſs obvious 
to underſtand, has the e only poſſible way to 
ſecure this great Port 
whoſe 0 ce it is o 7 int Men to the 
Work 0 the Mini Ph LED a dilige FE 
Enquiry intg the Fa net who Tha 

any time offer N er to ad. 
my or rej ect them ft Berge ich they 
profeſ's be recall. 2 or not grelle to che 
Faith of iS Goſpel. - > CW 


Thus much I conceive will in general or 


in the ares. be eaſily allowed me,. But the 
main Point is, how far and in what manner 


it is lawful and pro er for the Gaverngurs of 


the Church to en uite into the Faith of thoſe 
who offer themſelyes for koly Or ders. Some 
there are who have ea themſelves unt- 
verſally againſt all Human Explications, 'as 


thinkin that no higher Security. qught to be 
15 is eren 


required in this Cale, than that t 
reltifics his Aſent to rhg Scriprures in gene- 


ral zs the Word of God, with his Reſolution | 


not to teach or publiſh any other Doctrines 
but ſuch as after the beſt and moſt i 5 


C 2 r 


t. will be for thoſe 


PA 
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Enquiry he ſhall judge to be agreeable to the 
fame, Or (which comes exactly to the ſame 
thing) that the particular Doctrines of the 
Scripture be propounded and conſented to i 
the ſame Words, and in no other than thoſe in 
which they are delivered in the holy Scrip- 
tures, Now were this Article, the Scriptures 
are the Word of God, the only thing which 
conſtitutes the Faith of a Chriſtian ; the Me- 
thod Ion were not to be found fault with. 
For that Faith which is ſufficient to qualify 
Men for eternal Salvation, is undoubtedl 

ſufficient to qualify them for the Miniſterial 
Office, But this is plainly not the Caſe. For 
what, do we mean when we fay that the 
Scriptures are the Word of God? Why, as! 


have ſhewn, we can mean no more, than 
that the Scriptures do contain or are the Evi- 


dence of God's Word, i. e. of thoſe Truths 
which God hath revealed, The Scriptures 
therefore ſtand in the ſame relation to that 
the perſonal preaching of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles ſtood in to the fit Believers ; fo that if 
to believe that the Scriptures are the Word r 
God be nom the Chriſtian Faith, the receivi 
Chri#t and his Apoſtles as ſent from God, mul 
then have been the Chriſtian Faith, and fo the 
Chriſtian Faith muſt be ſomething different 
zow from what it was at the beginning. But 
it is evident to common Senſe, that neither 
the one nor the other was or is the Chriſti 
Faith. The C hriſtian Faith is the ſame 1 
. — n 6 . t at 
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that ever was, to wit, the Truths or Doctrineg 


relating to the Salvation of Men by Jeſas 
Chriſt; of which the preaching of Chri# and 
his Apoſtles was at fit, and the holy Scrip- 
tures are now the Declaration only. So-that 
as 4t fir it would have been a vain thing to 
have received Chriſt and his Apoſtles as Tea- 
chers ſent from God, without receiving that 


Meſſage which they delivered; fo alſo it ſig- 


nifies as little nom to receive the Scriptures as 
the Mord of God, Without receiving the Do- 
frines contained in the Scriptures; for the 
ſetting forth or declaring of which the Scrip- 
tures were given us. Now this a Man'may 


not do; tho? he aſſents to every- Propofition 


contained in the Scriptures, in thoſe Words in 
which they are delivered in the Seriptures. 


For ſuch an Aſſent as this implies no more, 


nor 1s it ſuppoſed to imply any more, than 
that a Man believes every Propoſition con- 
tained in the Scriptures in ſome ſenſe to be 
true. But this can be no Evidence that a 
Man believes the Doctrines of the Goſpel, or 
that he embrates the Chriſtian Faith. For the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel are not any Senſe in- 


differently affixed to the Words of Scripture; 


but that preciſe, determinate Meaning which 
was ſizrified or intended by the ſacred Wri- 
ters. 


Preſervation of the Chriſtiaz Faith, that thoſe 


with whom the Public Miniſtry of the Word 


It ſeems neceſſary then, in order to the 


—— — 
—— 
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| to be n do not only give 2 Af. 
4 


to, the Scriptures in general as ard 
en hut allo chat in caſe any Article of 

; 23 expreſſed in ſuch Terms as are hablg * 
to be. perverted to a Senſe which the facre 
Writers never intended (and eſpecially if i K be 
nd that they attually are ſo perverted by 
many) is, is neceſſary,, I fa BY, in CA be 
that the: true Senſe of thoſe * rms 
h, and an Aſſent to, them in 1 
rung. as the Teſt. or Evidence of a 6 

lfication, To re | Rag thoſe who. plead | 
for this Method, as it they were (a) de 

impoſe, upon others the. Inventions, of Men 
Y, Or inſtead of the Precapts 4 Goa, 5 ab- 
0 fd and ſcandalous; for he who requires A 
an's Aſſent to an Explication of certain 
Scripture, Terms, as a Qualification for his 
Admietauce into the Minter), does not there- 
impoſe that Senſe upon him, as I ſhall 
ſhew very fully by and by; and methiaks it 


is but a very ſmall Demand if we ask ſo 


much Charity as to have it believed, that 
whatever Explications of Scripture we pro- 
pound, we propound them under 4 Nation, 
or upon Sappaſition at leaſt, that they are true 

ications. Now a true Explication of 
Scripture Words, tho it be a Human Expli- 


— 


(e) See the Biſhop of Bangor's Poſtſcript, in anſwer to the 
Yiſhop of 0xford's Charge, p. 248, 249. 


cation, 


Of Articles of Subſeriptiu. 
cation, i. e. an Exp made or given 4 
Man, yet it is not a Human Invention, but 
Divine Truth; and if à Man thro! Miſtake 
propounds a falſe Ttiterpretation inſtead of 
the true one, tho? this indeed is in fat? pro- 
pounding a Human Invention, yet it is ev T 
whit as tmjuſt to charge him with a Here dx 
ſubſtituting Human Iubentions ihftead of Di 
vine Truths, as it would be to charge Hit 
with a Deſire of ruining his Country, ect C | 
thro? Miſfake he purſũes ſuch Meaſures of 
Policy as are indeed (tho contrary to his In- 
tention) Aleſtructive to the Publick Security. 
That therefore, and that only, Which can 
truly be ſaid, is this, that we are for reſcu- 
ing the Words of God from the Abuſes of 
Men; that we are for putting the Mini ſterial 
Function into the Hands of thoſe who are 
ſoand in the Faith, and excluding thoſe from 
that Office who, thro? their Unskilfulneſs in 
the Scriprures, are diſpoſed to publiſh their 
'own Inventions, or the Inventions'dt others, in- 
ſtead of the Precepts of God. This we are 
ready to acknowledge, and if there be an 
fault in it, let it be ſhewn whiere'it is. But 
it can never be ſhewn, ſo long as it is of an 
conſequence that the Miniſters of the 'Goſpet 
teach the Doctrines of the Goſpel ; nor can 
the Means propoſed be thought either im- 
proper or unneceſſary, till it can be proved 
that the Faith of the Goſpel lies not in one de- 
terminate Senſe of Scripture Words, but in an 
Senſe 
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Senſe that the weakeſt and moſt careleſs 
Reader may think fit to put upon them. 


I would not have the Reader ſuſpect that 
I am all this while confuting an Imagination 
of my own. For fo indeed it is, that the 
Right Reverend Prelate, to whom I have 
referred in tlie Margin; ſeems to be of opi- 


nion that there can be no ſuch thing as al- 


tering the Words of Scripture, without alter- 
ing the Doctrines of the Scripture, and there- 
upon has moſt plentifully inveighed againſt 


ALL Human Explications, without Diſtincti- 
on, as Human Inventions. A few Paſſages 
dut of many will ſatisfy you. (b) This, ſays 


he, « the very ſame inſupportable Evil hich 


_ the Romaniſts charge upon the Proteſtants, 


making the Rule of Faith to be contained in the 
Bible only. They and the Biſhop ſeem to have 
the ſame bad Opinion of this Method, and ,of 
the terrible Evil of NOT ADDING HUMAN 
Worps to explain and ſupport the Divine. 


Where you ſee, that the adding Human 
Words to explain the Divine, is oppoſeg to the 
mating the Bible the only Rule of Faith, and 
conſequently it is ſuppoſed that the one is in- 


conſiſtent with the other. Again, (c) If the 
Biſhop will only contend for thoſe Doctrines which 
have been always firmly believed he will 


have no Adverſaries. But if he means by Doc- 


* I "OY "YN Y _——oAA 
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(5) Ibid. p. 328. (%) Ibid, p. 263, 264. | 
TRINES 
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TRINES the Part 6S0eHieal ExplicaTions S 
or MEN —— he dobs bus abuſe, &c. Here 
again you muſt obſerve, that tlie Do&rines of 
the Goſpel are diſtinguiſhed 'aniverſully from 
Human Explications ; for if you think he lays 
any Streſs upon the Word Philoſophical, you 
will find your Miſtake by what follows in 
the ſame Page; If chere be no room for IN- 
VENTION iz RRLIGtox, a the Biſhop. con- 


' tends —— let him ſhew what room thore is for 


——— INVENTED Worps, ander pretence of 
EXPLAINING: Dot#rines better, and fixing them 
more certainly than the ORIGINAL Wok ps 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles could do. So that it 
ſeems whoever makes uſe of nem or unſcrip- 
tural Words, for the better fixing or explaining 
the Senſe of Scripture Doctrines, does'nothing 
leſs than mwent A nem Religion! Laſtly, his 
Lordſhip joins Iſſue with the Biſhop-of Ox- 
ford upon this, that (d) the meaneſt Believer 
ought not to be excluded from Communion, who 
defires to embrace it on the Terms whith God has 
preſcribed; and -herenpon argues for ſeveral 
Pages together, that zherefore thete ought to 
be no Human 'Deciftons, i. c. Human Expli- 
cations, laid down as the Rule of admitting 
Men to, or excluding them from Communion, 
becauſe this is, requiting other Terms than 
what God has p inan; 


N 212 
r — 

( Idid. p. 250. 5 5 
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| Prevarication, or elſe it muſt be ſaid; that 
| in the Biſhop's Opinion whoever alters 
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| than thoſe which God has preſcribed ; nem 
| Words may be made uſe of to fix.and explain 


ory, to the 


Morde; and if this MeePing be (as undoubt- 
c 


1 


4 


_ Scripture Doctrine, tho he uſeth not the Scrip- 
ture Words: or Phraſes ? If not, ſurely the 
Miniſters: of the Goſpel are of all Men the #noſt 
_ miſerable!" They are bound by their Office 
to inſtruft the People committed ta their 
Charge out of God's holy Word, both'publick- 
ly and: privately, as occaſion {ſhall require. 
Inſtruct almays they cannot, if they confine 
themſelves always to Scripture Terms; yet if | 
they alter the Words of Scripture, they be- "Tiff 
come it ſeems the Preacher: of a nem Goſpel, 
and ſubſtitute their omn Inventions inſtead of 
the Precepts of God! His Lordſhip may: be 
pleaſed to make this his own Caſe, and ask 
himſelf how he ſhould like, after he has been 
making a grave and painful Diſcourſe from 
the Palpit, to have it told him, that he has 
all this while been publiſhing his on Inven- 
tions; that he hath been leading his Flock 
from the Bible, as the only Rule of Faith, and 
laying down other Terms of Salvation than 


4 thoſe which God hath preſcribed. If his 
ne Lordſhip doth at any time undertake to ex- 
p- plain the Scriptures; if he doth not always 
d- treat of Scripture Doctrines in the ſame Wards, 
at and no other than thoſe in which they are de- 
of livered-in the Scriptures, (which I preſume 
K- he doth not) this Charge is evidently as good 
re as his; and if he could bear it with Patience 
at his Pariſnes Would have reaſon to complain 
he that he had uſed them ill. But if not, let 


tre him conſider how juſt he has been to his 
7 * very 
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28 Of Articles of Subſcription.) 
very worthy. and learned Adverſary, and to | 
all rhoſe who accompany him in the ſame 

Path of good Senſe, in caſting the ſame Re- 
proach upon them, for no other reaſon than 
becauſe they plead for that which he himſelf - 
praftiſes, and which all Mizifters of the Goſpel 
muſt upon ſome Occaſions bei-obliged th pra- 
ctiſe, it they will be true to their Truſt, and 


not leave Men in the Dark, as to thoſe Points 


in which it may be moſt of all neceſſary for 
them to be rightly inſtructe . 
His Lordſhip, I hope, will not think of 
excuſing himſelf by ſaying that he is not 
againſt Haman Explications in the groſs, but 
only againſt making them Te/ts of Mens 
Owalifications for the Miniſterial Office, or the 
Communion Of the Church. This, I know, is 
that thing which diſpleaſeth him; but Prin- 
ciples are untoward things, and will not in- 
fer juſt as much or as little as a Man has a 
mind they ſhould infer. If we/anuft: not 
make Human Explications the Teff of Mens 
Oualifications, &. for this reaſon, hecaiſe tliey 
are Human Inventions; for the ſame reaſon 
they ought ani verſallyj to be laid aſide; for 
Human 'Inventions ought oertainly zever to 


be ſubſtituted in the rom of the Precepts of 


God. A Man muſt not frame anew Reli 

gion to himſelf, nor muſt he ſo muchas en- 

deavour to perſuade another to embrace a 

nem Religion, for he that prenchenb another 

Goſpel let him be accurſed. And yet, if 22 
; | i „ / Wi 
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will believe the Biſhop, this is more or leſs 
the Caſe of every one who C) d-veſts (as he 
is Dae to 10 the Mord of Gad- of that 
generality of Expreſſion in wy it pleaſed him 
to leave it; i. e. Who, in ca Scripture 
Propoſition be capable of auare See hs ane 
limits it to one particular Sen 
words to explain the diuine. 1 —— 
ſequenge of which is, that amongſt the va- 
riety of Senſes in which any Scripture: Pro- 
— ition may poſſibly be lege it is a 
very wicked thing bs. a Man by the help of 
his Underſtanding, either for his . own 
vate e or for the Iuſtraction his 

eighbour, to endeavour to determine which 
15 the right one, for he who thus determines - 
doth certainly diveſt the word of God of that 
generality of Expreſſion in which he hath left it 
(in the ame Senſe in which the Governours 
of the Chaxch can be ſaid to diveſt it, when 
they propound their own Explicatious as the 
Teit A Mens Qualifications) and adds human 
words to explain the divine. Our Saviour, 
for inſtance, has commanded us to be bapti- 
⁊ed with Water, and to eat Bread and drint 
Wine in remembrance of him; but he hath 
not expreſiy told us whether theſe Commands 
are to be underſtood literally or myſticalh, and 
therefore to determine either che one Way. or 
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the other, is to diveſt the word of God of that 
generality of Expreſſion in which he hath left 
it. Again, We are commanded in Scripture 
to obrj them that have the Rule over ; but 
there are no Stripture words which tell us 
whether Nuling here ſignifies governing with 
Authority, or leading by Inſtruction and Per- 
fuaſion; and conſequently to eontend either 
for Authority or no Authority, is likewiſe to 


diveſt the word of God of that geberality of 


Expreſſion in which he hath left it. Once 
more, Fhe Seripture tells us that he Worp 


was Gov; but We are not told in fo mam 


woras whether the Word God ſignifies the 
one ſnpreme Being, ora ſubordinate, inferior 
Being; therefore again to fay, either that the 


* 


Wonb is the ſupreme Being, or that he is hor 


the ſupreme Being, is to diveſt the word of 


God of that generality of Expreſſiow in which 
be hath left it. And what is the Conſe- 
quence of this? Why, according to his 
Lordſhip, that the Church of England and 
the Quakers; the Church of England and the 

Independents; the Orthodox and the Arians, 
are ALL the Inventors of a new Religion,” and 
the Setters up (each in Oppoſition to the 
other) of their on Iuventions inſtead” of the 
Preczpts of God. Was it not time, thifik you, 
for his Lordſhip to call out - But he 
thould have taken care himſelf not to have 
been of the number of theſe Inventors. He 
ſhould have eſpouſed neither the ona nor the t 
Hs | cine 
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other Of the different Sedts or Parties as 
mongſt thoſe who are called Chri/t;ans, hut 
have told the World plainly, that the Screp- 
tares, as to all thoſe Points about Which thoſe 
who equally hold them to be the nord of God, 
do diffar among themſelves, are (What it 
ſeems he would be loath that any one 

ſuppoſe the Writings of Mr. CHallingworth to 
be) (f) an empty, fruitleſs, dead Letter; and 
I will add, with a proper Variation, the In. 
umph of Atheiſts, and the Reſaſe of Book- 
ſellers Shops. - That in conſequence of thit 
Principle he would be neither Independent, 
nor Arian, nor Churchman, nor any thing but 
a Publiſher, of univerſal Schemes; a Defender 
of the common Rights of Subjects; an Afſertar - 
of that noble Pravilege which every Chriſtian 
has to judge for himſelf, and make the b of 
his Bible; d. e. (for this is the beſt, and only 
Purpoſe the Bible can ſerve to upon his Prin- 
ciples) to ſes for himſelf; and to pronounce 
the words of Scripture with his Mauth; and 
of the indiſpenſable Obligation he is under 
to make 0 Senſe of them when, he has done. 
This is the Part which the Biſhop ſhould 
have acted, if he had a mind to have been 
conſiſtent with himſelf. For how many Sen- 
ſes ſoever the words of Scripture are capable 
of, 'tis certain that the true Senſe can be hut 


— 
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one; and to determine this Senſe, his Lord- 
ſhip tells us, is to ſabſtitute our own Inventi. 
ons inſtead of the Precepts of God. But in- 
ſtead of this, his Lordſhip hath not only 
made himſelf the Head of a Party, in Op- 
poſition to the Eſtabliſhd Church, but ſets 
forth himſelf, and his Friends the Arians, as 
the Finderslout of old original Doctrines. (g) 
If, ſays he, to become the Author of NEW Hy- 
POTHESES in Religion, or to cal * 
thoſe Doctrines which have been almùys believed 
| hy all, bz fo great a Crime; then certainly they 
ought to be praiſed, and not reproathed, who en. 
deavour to ſet Men in the ONLY WAY OF PIND- 
ING OUT what the OLD ORIGINAL Doc- 
TRINES of Chriſtianity, believed even in the moſt 
early Ages, were: What is this - which his 
Lordſhip and theſe worthy Gentlemen are 
going to do! Are they about to ſet Men 
in the way how to read! T hope we have 
Schoolmaſters enough for that purpoſe. But 
this is not the Cale they are endeavouring, 
ſays the Biſhop, to ſet Men in the only wa 
of finding out (not old original Woxps, but. 
old original Doc TRIN Es, in Oppoſition (not 
to nem WorDs, but) to nem HY OTHxsEs in 
Religion. So that it ſeems they are going 
to ſet Men in the only way of finding out 
the Senſe of old words, and to reſeue them 
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from the Abuſes that have been put upon 
them by nem Hypotheſes. ' The Deſign would 
be commendable without doubt if the World 
needed ſuch Inſtructors. But how will they 
effect it? By fending Men barely to theſe old 
words? This will not do. For it is ſuppoſed 
that theſe old words are already. perverted by 
new Hypotheſes. There is a neceſſity there 
fore that in this only may the Biſhop ſpeaks 
| of there be an Uſe or Application of ohen 
Words, and the Senſe expreſſed by theſe athen 
| Words muſt be what he means by the old 
original  Doftrines.'* The Catholick Cauſe 
does not want, and I truſt in God" it never 
| will want Advocates equal to-the Weight of 
| it. What T'remark is, that we have here à 
very plain Confeſſion from his Lordſhip, that 
| 


Human Explications (provided always thay 
they be his own) are not Human Inventions; 
but old original Doctrine. 
| Had this Reaſoning come from any other 
Perſon but His Lordſhip, I ſhould not have 
beſtowed thus muck Time in expoſing it. 
But that which in a leſs conſiderable Writer 
ought to have been treated with Contempt, 
calls for other Reſeatments when it comeg 
from one from whom better things might 
have been expected. If his Lordſhip had 
only ſaid, that souE Human Explications Ol 
Scripture words are Human Inventions, he had 
faid a very great and lamentable Truth, of 
which he and his * have afforded us 


. tradition to the Nature and Reaſon of 
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too many Inſtances; but to repreſent Human 
Explications INDEFINITELY, Or without di- 
ſtinct ion, as Human Inventions, is ſuch a Con- 


Things, that the Biſhop himſelf, you 
— able to ſtand the Shock f it: — 
can I imagine what ſhould lead him to this 
way of arguing, but this, that otherwiſe he 
muſt either have entred into the Merits of a 
Cauſe, which, how fond ſoever he may be 
of it, he does not think it oonvenient pen 
to defend. or elſe have made it evident to the 
meaneſt Reader, that all he had to ſay from 
the Topick of Hamam Imventions was nothing 


And now to bring the Reader back to the 
main Point: It is certain that falſe Explica» 
tions of the words of Scripture, and theſe only, 
are Human Inventions. That when any Ar- 
ticle of Faith is delivered in fuch Terms as 
are capable of various Senſes, there muſt be 
an Application of the Reaſon of Man, con- 


| ducted by the ordinary Rules of Criticiſm, to 


find out which is the true. That this rut 
Senſe, as diſtinguiſned from all other Inter- 
pretations, is the Goſpel Doctrigs; and con- 
ſequently, that if it be neceſſary to provide 
as much as may be, that the Miniſters of the 
Go/pel do teach the Doctrines of the Goſpel, it 
muſt be neceſſary that the Governours of the 
Church do require the Aſſent of thoſe who 


ſhall offer themſelves as Candiſlates for holy 


Orders, 
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Orders, to ſuch an Article in that Senſe, as 
the Te or Evidence of a due Qualiſcatian. I 
am now therefore led to this material Que- 
ſtion, Who is ts judge of the true Senſe of the 
Scriptures, or when any 4rticle, of Faith is 
rightly explained? And the Anſwer is ready, 

are to be the Jud 115 in this 

Caſe, whoſe it is to appoint Men N. 
Miniſtry, For to ſay that any one has 
oe — Mea from the — of the 
wan Or &, Rroper cation 

and yet that he has no Puwer to; determine 
what, i a pu_ Qualification,. is to aſſert a 
Power, and: deny it at the: ame time. Now 
the. Qualification concerning which the pre» 
ſent En is, + Whither e Man holds the 
Faith of the Goſpel ; and by ee 
thoſe: whoſe: Oe it is to ah Men to the 


35 


3 Work of the Miniſtry. have nat a Power to 


determine what is the: — of the Goſpel, the7 
have no Power to determine: what! is a pro- 

her Qualification. They muſt therefore of 
neceſſity: be veſted with ſueh a Power; 
which Power is ſo far from interfering with 
that Liberty of private Judgment, which of _ 
late has been. ſo importunately, and, in my 
Opinion, {0 needleſly contended for, that in 
truth it entirely depends upon it. For it is 
to be obſerved, that When in this Caſe we 
ſpeak of a Right to determine what is the true 
Senſe of any Article of Hail, we do not pro- 
poſe the Explication given in virtue of this .. 

E 2 Reis | 


— ct — 


— — 
— 5 — — — — ——— — 
rer 2 3 1 9 4 * *. a. W 1 2 þ q 
- — —_ FILED — _ — W Re nn matting Py, AA, 99. —̃ VENEIE ' . W. zerren et Aa * * a 8 \ 
r N — a « : i - 
- 1 3 * * 3 — — —— 
1 On > : — Þ ———— 5 * 4 Is 1 EE ns ————— 1 — —_— K . « A 
4 r n VS —— — — — * - 1 N 2 _ PN « Rs a A — . - Po, 9 
— 71 yer * — i — + =— . — — — 
* 2 A 4 N * — 
— . 3 . - » 
- 
-» 
4 


os 3 — 7 
— - — — * : : — 
FD * * * ©. Eq * 
ans OW ar <P N 6" 


38 Of Articles of Sulſcriptioni 
Right, as 2 Rule for the Faith or Conduct 6f 
Chriſtians ; but only as à Rule, according to 
Which they ſhall either be admitted or not 
admitted to officiate as publick Miniſters, which 
every one who has Senſe muſt fee are very 
diſtinct things. Of his own Faith and Con. 


Hutt every one's own Judgment is, and muſt 


be the Rule. A Man is not bound to be- 
lieve, nor indeed is it in his Power to believe 
vtherwiſe than his own Reaſon directs him; 
nor ought he to do any thing merely becauſe 
another Man tells him that it is right and 
fitting; but becauſe he judges it to be fo him- 
Yelf. - All this is granted; and therefore it is 
allowed that no Human Explication of Scrip: 
ture can br ought to be received any farthet 
than thoſe to whom it is propounded ſhall 
think it reaſonable to receive it. But if a 
Man's own Judgment is to be the Rule of his 
owe Faith and Conduct; if his own Reaſon muſt 
direct him what he is to believe and pradtiſe 
as a Chriſtian; it will be ridiculous either to 
infer or ſuppoſe that he is to be the Judge 
whether he be qualified to miniſter as a publick 
Teacher; nor can any Man ſtay to enquire ' 
who is to be the Judge, who will but be fo 
equitable as to allow to his Saperiors the 
fame Liberty which he claims to himſelf, He 


| Who appoints Men to officiate as publick Teas 


eher acts in virtue of a 774# repoſed in him. 
The Diſcharge of this Jruſt therefore is to 
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be conſidered as a Part of his Condd#: | If 
then his own Judgment is to be the Rule of 
his own Conduct, tis plain that he ought to 
admit none to this Office, but thoſe whom 
he ſhall judge to be dul) qualified, i. e. none 
but thoſe who agree with him in the Pros 
feſſion of that which he verily believes to be 
the true Chriſtian Faith; and it would be 
an unpardonable Treachery to God, if in- 
ſtead of being ſcrupulous in this Matter, he 


ſhould commit the beeping of the Faith to 


thoſe whom (according to the beſt of his 
own Judgment) he knows, or has reaſon to 
ſuſpect, are ready to ſubvert the fauh; tor 


thoſe, who if they will be juſt to God and 


themſelves, muſt in conſequence of the Com 
miſſion granted by him, be obliged, as it were 
virtually for him, to teach ſuch Doctrines as 
he believes to be contrary to God's Word 
and ſuch therefore as he dares not teach 
himſelf, or with his own Month. e. 


I have ſaid thus much becauſe the great 


Clamour that has of late been raiſed againſt. 
AxTicurs of SUBSCRIPTION (which indeed 


are nothing but ſo many Human Explications. 


of ſome particular Parts of Scripture liable 
to be abuſed) is this, that it deſtroys the 
Liberty of private Judgment; which may be 
particularly exemplitied in the Writer above 
mentioned, who it ſeems can ſee no Medium 
between throwing aſide ALL haman "— 
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and (0) such an AUTHORITY, 0 mate Hu 
man Deciſions: as. ſball bind. Men to comply with 
tnſe: Decilions, without: allowing. 4 Right of ex: 
amining them by the Scriptures, and: of being gui. 
dad by their own Judgment, in their. Compliance 
or Mon- compliance with them. But ſurely his 
Lordſhip never well conſidered the SubjeQ 
be was writing: about; for it is as clear as 
any thing can be, that Human Drciſions, or 
Gor you may call them which you pleaſe) 
Human Eæplications may be made, and to a 
very good purpoſe, without ſappoling them 
m0 be binding upon the Conſciences of Men, fo 
as: that * 1 not be at Liberty to examine 
them by the Scriptures, and be direſted by 


their onn Judgment whether they, ought to 
comply with them or not. And thus, I ſay, 
it is in the very Point now before us. Me 


— to you our Senſe concerning ſome 
ages in the Scripture, relating to the Chris 
ſtian Faith; which, becauſe we judge it to 
be the true Senſe, we therefore require your 
Aſſent to it, as a Condition of your: being ad- 
mitted to holy Orders. No, ſay. you, we muſt 
examine it by the Scripture ourſelues. Well, 
pray do ſo. We are ſo far from diſcouraging 
you in this, that we think it your indiſpen- 
Able Duty to examine it by the Scriptures, 
But what, you will ask, if after all we cam 
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your Expliasion ? What ? Why, you are ttt 
at liberty to differ from us. We pretend not 


your own Reaſon and. Judgment will not pers 
it you to believe; nor to a any other wiſt 
chan your omm Conſciences direct you. All the 


Buſineſs is, that we cannot in this Caſe ad- 


mit you to the Office of pablick Teachers, nor 
can you'think it fitting that we ſhould, un- 
leſs we whe are appointed to judge of your 
Qualifications, muſt be directed 
ments, and not by our own. 1 409 

This Point might be illuſtrated by Hun. 
dreds of Inftances in other Caſes, where Tefs 
are required of Men in order to their being 
admitted to Offices of Truſt, and yet no Man 
complains, nor has any reaſon to complain; 


from htm. That which is apt to ſead Mien 
into Miſtakes about this Matter (and the 
Biſhop himſelf, we know, is not always: ſes 


Words) is, that in common 
Explications of Scripture; When conſidered as 


of the Church, are ſtiled 1M1PposeD Artislos 
and IuroOSED Terms of Communion; by which 
Men may be led to fancy that there is a Ne. 
reſſity laid, or pretended to be laid, upon 


by hour Judge 


that his Liberty of private Judgment is tabem 


cure from being cheated with the Sound f 
Speech partitulan 


they are made the Rulr of admitting Men 
either to holy Orders, or to the Communion 


others 10 receive them, whether they be 
right 
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right or wrong. But if We take the thing 
rightly the Caſe is far otherwiſe, at leaſt 
among us, where particular Explications arg © 
indeed propoanded, but they are not impoſed, 
any otherwiſe than as that Word may be 
uſed where Men, with reſpect to their Faith 
and Conduct, are under the ſame Liberty of 
following their own Judgment and Conſciente, 
as they would have been had ſuch Explica- 
tions been never at all propounded. In a 
word ; a Te#, in the very nature of it, is 
dęſigned not to impoſe Opinions upon Men, 
but to diſcover what their Opinions are; 
not to lay a Force upon their private Judg- 
ment in any Inſtance, but to bring their pri. 
gate Judgment to Light. 
Wherefore to proceed: When I ſay: that 
thoſe whoſe Office it is to appoint Men to the 
Miſtry, are to be the Judges what is the 
true Seuſe of any dubious. or controverted 
[i Article of Faith, I would not be underſtood 
140 as if I did not think it proper that the ſupe-· 
rior Officers of the Church ſhould be required 
to give antecedent: Proofs of their Orthodoxy 
b as well as the inferior. The reaſon of the 
ons is indeed founded in the other; for how 
is it poſſible that true Explications of Scrip- 
| ture ſhould be propounded, if thoſe whoſe 
| Buſineſs it is to propound them do not un- 
4 derſtand the Scriptures rightly themſelves? 


Hann Of whatever conſequence therefore it is that 
TI 2 Þ Presbyter he ſaund in the Faith, of the ſame 
| | 4 | | p 4 7 C ONs | 


Of Articles of Subſcription. 41 
conſequence it is that a Biſhop be fo; and 
accordingly the general Practice of the 
Church hath been, not to leave any ſingle 
Biſhop under a general Liberty to ordain any 
whom he ſhould jaage to be duly qualified; 


but to lay down Canons or ſtanding Rules, 


which all ſhould be obliged to receive, as 
a common Meaſure, whereby to determine 
who are proper Perſons to be entruſted with 
the preaching of the Word, and who not. As 
this Method is perfectly conſiſtent with the 
Liberty of private Judgment (it being ſuppo- 
ſed that every one either is, of ought to be, 
fully ſatisfied in his own Mind of the Agree- 


alleneſs of theſe Rules to the Rule of Faith, © 


before he takes the Office of a Biſhop upon 
himſelf) fo it is the moſt likely way to keep 
out Hereſies. For every one muſt own that 
thoſe Explications of Scripture, which after 
the matureſt Deliberation, and the Uſe of 
all proper Helps, are agreed upon by a whole 
422 of Men, are leſs liable to be faulty and 
defective, than thoſe which particular Per- 
ſons may frame to themſelves 
After all, it muſt be confeſſed that the 
Church may err as well (tho? not fo readily) 
as private Men. That therefore falſe Teſts 
Mens Orthodoxy may be required, and the 
Miniſtry of the Word hereby, inſtead of bein 
confined to thoſe who are ſound in the Faith, 
be confined to thoſe who have perverted the 
Faith. This hath ſometimes actuallyhappen d, 
H an 
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and wherever it docs happen, it is vifible 
enough that Religion muſt ſuffer. But I 
hope it will be thought no juſt Exception 
againſt any Scheme in which Men only are 


Zoncerned, that it is liable to thoſe ill Con- 


veniencies which ariſe from Human Inſirmit); 
and that you will not throw away that 


Which in itſelf or in its own nature is 2 good 


thing, becauſe accideztally it may be perverted 
to a wrong End. This is no more than what 
is common in all Caſes of a like nature; C.- 
vil Government was intended, and is in its 
own nature undoubtedly proper, to preſerve 
the Peace and Order of the World ; but it will 
have contrary Effects if it fall into wrong Hands, 
And thus it is with Eccleſiaſtical Government; 
if it is adminiſtred by fit Perſons it will have 
its End, and the Faith, thro' the Bleſſing of 
God, will be preſerved ; but if otherwiſe, it 
will fail of its End, and the Faith, fo far as 
Human Power is able to contribute towards 
it, will be deſtroyed. The Evil in either Caſe 
ariſes not from the nature of the Method itſelf, 
but either from the Weakzeſs or the Wicked: 
** of thoſe who are entruſted with the 

Adminiſtration of it; upon which account as 


it never is made an Objection in the one, ſo it 


ght pot to be made an Objection in the other, 
If any Scheme could be thought of which 
would abſolutely ſecure, to the Church a Sucr 
ceſſion of Orthodox Teachers, I dare ſay all 
that with well to Chriſtianicy would molt 
„ gladly 


4 


or ordainin 
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gladly embrace it. But as this is impoſſible, 
unleſs it had pleaſed God to have done that 
which it hath not ſeemed meet in his Wiſ:, 
dom to do, 7. e. to perpetuate the extraordina- 
ry Gift of Inſpiration, we mult, and ought to 
be, contented with ſuch a Security as Human 
Prudence, under the ordinary Guidance and 
Direction of God's Spirit, will afford us. 
Now it is not poſſible for the i ar of Man 
to find out any better, nor indeed any other 
Security for the Orthodoxy of Chriſtian Mini- 


fters, than that which I have now been de- 


{cribing ; and therefore be the Incondeniencies 
attending it what they will, they mult either 
be born with, or you muſt ay that it is not 
right and fitting for the Church to require any 


Security at all. This is in effect acknowledg- - 


ed by one whoſe Evidence 1n the Caſe! will, 
I ſuppoſe, be allowed to have ſome weight. 


O Suppoſing, ſays he, uo other Subſcription 


were requird of the CLERGV than to the ScRIp- 
TURE 4s the WorD or Gop, in which the 
Rale of Faith is contained this would not 
hinder but that the BisHoPs, as the Officers 
veſted with the ordinary Power of appointing 
Mini1sTers under themſelves, 
would ſtill be the Jupers the be II ca 
TIONS of THESE PERSONS. But off what Qua- 
liſications? Why, he tells you preſently, of 


69 Biſhop of Bangor, ibid. p. 24%» 
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their Morals and Temper, of their Learning 
and Senſe. He ſpeaks not one word about 
their Faith, of which he knew very well it is 
impoſſible that the Biſhops ſhould be the Judges 
according to his Scheme. His Scheme there- 
fore plainly ſappoſes that no Security of Mens 
Orthozoxy oucur to be required. This is 
his Divinity! If a Man has but Reaſon and 


Honeſty he is fit for the Church, for the Mini- 


ftry, for every thing! But, bleſſed be God, 
we have a much better Author to go to. 
The Writings of St. Paul are yet extant; 
and until his Lordſhip can ſhew that in his 
firſt Epiſtle to Timothy there are no ſuch 


Words as theſe, that even a Dzacon muſt 


hold the Myſtery of the Faith, his ſeparating 
the Faith 1 Hoek other 4 
which a Biſhop is to be Judge of, will appear 
as great a Contradiction to the Word of God, 
as moſt of his peculiar Notions are to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind. = INST: © 
But for as much as I have mentioned the 
Tmconventencies on the one ſide of the Que- 
ſtion, it will not be amiſs to put our Adver- 
faries in mind of the Incondeniencies on the 
other. There is no Medium (as I have ob- 
ſerved) between requiring an Aſſent to Hu- 
man Explications, as the Ieſt or Evidence of 


the Qualifications of Men for the Work of 


the Miniſtry, and the ordaining them under 
a general Liberty to interpret the Scriptures 


every one his own way, and to preach ſuch 


- + Docrines 


a en 


9 2 


. 


Open to all, every Chriſtian may examize 
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Doctrines as he ſhall-be# approve of. i Suppo+ 
fing then ſuch a Liberty granted, let us con- 
fider what will be the natural Conſequences 
of it, and then judge whether the ſame and 
greater Objections do not lie againſt this 

Method, than againſt the other, which is 


no ſo much found fault with. You would 


not have the Governours of the Charch pro- 
pound their Interpretations of Scripture as 
the Rale. of public Preaching, becauſe they 
may be miſtaken. But may not purtitular 
Perſons be as eaſily, yea, more eaſiſy miffa- 
ten? And is not this as good a reafon at leaft 
why their private Interpretations ſhould not 
be made the Rule of Preaching, as the other 
is that the Interpretations of the Gobernours of 
the Church ſhould not be made the Rule of 
Preaching ? If you fay there is no ill Conſe- 
quence in this, becauſe the Scriptures being 


theſe Interpretations by the Ward of God, and 
rej:6t them if he judges them not to be agree- 
able thereto, I anſwer, that the Scriptures 
are open to all upon either Zuppoſition, and 
the Interpretations of Church Governours no 
more bind Men to an implicit Faith than the 
Interpretations of private Paſtors. But the 
Truth is, that the propounding falſe Inter- 


Pretations of Scripture muſt always more or 


leſs be of bad conſequence to the State of 
Religion, becauſe tho all Chriſtians be at 
laber to examine and judge of them —_ 
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Mor of God, yet few comparatively ſpeak 
ing are capable of doing it, and Truth and 
Falſhood will always be the ſame to thoſe 
who are not able to diſcern the: difference. 
The Queſtion therefore is, which of theſe 
two Methods; ſuppoſing equal Care and Ho- 
zeſty in the Purſuit of both, promiſes the 
greateſti Security againſt this Evil? (for that 
there ſhould be an abſolute Security either 
under the one or under the other, is, as I ſaid 
before, impoſſible); and whether it be not 
likely that EE w] R falſe Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture will be propounded to the People in caſe 
fome ſtanding Rule of Preaching be ſettled by 
Publick Authority, than if every private Paſtor 
be left to preach his own Interpretations ? 
And methinks this Point can admit of no 
long debate, if Men will but duly conſider 
how much egfter a thing it is for the Church 
to provide that the main Body of her Gover- 
#0urs be ſuch as are qualified to judge of the 
Scriptures, than it is for theſe Governours to 
provide that the main Body of thoſe whom 
they ſhall appoint under them as public Prea- 
chers of the Word be ſo. The Number of 
thoſe whoſe Office it is to ſeparate Men to the 
Miniftry, no where bears any Proportion to 
the Number of thoſe who are and muſt be 
feparated for the Service of the Church; 
there is therefore no Compariſon. between 
the Probability that. there is of procuring a 
competent Number of ſober, diſcreet, and un. 
| derſtanding 
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derſtanding Men to fill the Poſts of the for-, 
mer, and of procuring a competent Number of 
Perſons ſo qualified to ſupply the Places of the 
latter. The reaſon is, becauſe the Number 
of ſuch Perſons with reſpe& to the Groſs of 
Mankind is but ſmall; ſo ſmall, that the 
Church J fear muſt, for the greater part of it, 
be deſtitute of Paſiors, were none admitted 
to the Miniſtry but thoſe who. in all reſpects 
are perfectly well qualified to interpret the 
Word of God. It is not a with the Prea- 
chers of the Goſpel as it was at. the beginning, 
they had then nothing to do but to declare 
what they had ſeen with their Eyes, and heard 
with their Ears; and conſequently: their Ho. 
neſty and Fidelity was more to be regarded 
than their Parts and Uuderſtandings. But 
the Caſe is now very much altered, CHriſtia- 
zity by running ſo far from its original Source, 
has taken in a variety of heterogenous Mix- 
tures, Which to diſcrimipate from the pure 
Mord of God (eſpecially conſidering how 
much Art hath contributed towards incorpo- 
rating them as it were one with the other) 
requires a Depth of Learning and Judgment 
beyond what 1s common to the generality, of 
Mankind. There are few Hereſies from tlie 
Faith which great Learning and good Senſe 
have not been called in to countenance ;. he 
therefore that would effectually cruſh them 
muſt take away theſe Supports. And do 
we look that eyery Pariſh Miniſter ſhould be 
33 qualified 
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qualified for this? Vain ExpeQation ! It will 
be well if a competent Number can be found 
ſufficiently qualified by their Sobriety, Dili- 
gence, and Diſcretion; under which Qualifi- 
cations their want of great Abilities to inter. 
pret the Scriptures can be of no bad conſe- 
ence; and a moderate Share of Under. 
anding will render them very «ſeful Men, 
upon Suppoſition that they have ſome ſtand- 


ing Rule or Meaſure of Preaching laid before 


them. But to leave a under a general Li- 
berty to interpret, when ſo few have Abilities 
for it, is a ſure way to bring in all thoſe 
Extravagancies which Fancy can ſuggeſt ; 
which Evil in a great meaſure will certainly, 
and in all probability will wholly, be avoided 


by the other Method; fince how difficult ſo 


ever it may be to aſſert the true Senſe of the 
Scriptures amidſt the variety of different 
Opinions, and how few ſoever are furniſhed 
with Abilities for it; the Church may cer- 
tainly ſecure for its Governours a ſufficient 
Number of thoſe who are mot able, and con- 
ſequently of ſuch, who, if (as is ſuppoſed) 


they will act hone#ly and carefully, will be 


leaſt of all liable to err in their Deciſions. 
So far then as I am able to judge, this 


Method makes far the better Proviſion of the 
two, that the true and genuine Senſe of God's 


Word be propounded to the People. If it fails 
it muſt, — it is not ſo well purſued as 


it ovght to be. It is either becauſe the 
e, | Church 
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Charch is careleſs in the Choice of her Gover- 
nburs; or becauſe thoſe Governoars are careleſs 
in their Examinations by the Rule of Faith; ot 
becauſe Lf? and Ambition prevailing, Gover- 
nours are appointed, and Articles of Frith ſet- 
tled, not with a regard to Truth and Honeſtiy, 
but with a view to the Pleaſures, Profits and 
Honoars of this World, And what Method is 
there that will not fail under ſuch a State of 
the Caſe as this? If that general Liberty were 
indulged which is now contended for, would 
not, ſuppoſing the Governours of the Church 
to be ſwayed by ſuch Motives ; would not, 
ſuppoſing them to be careleſs in the Choite of 
Perſons to ſerve in the Sacred Miniſtry would” 
not, ſuppoſing them to have more regard to 
their own worldly Intereſts, than to the Qua- 
liſcatious, 1. e. (as the Biſhop of Bangor ſays) 
to the Morals, Learning and Senſe of thoſe 
who offer themſelves; Would not, I ſay, ſups- 
poſing all this, the Evil be yet greater? I am 
not inſenſible how much Chriſtianity muſt 
ſuffer whenever the Government of theChurchy 
falls into corrapt Hands; Popery is a ſufficient 
Inſtance of this. Nor do I want to be ads 
vertized how far the confining the Miniſterial. 
Office, and together therewith the Profis and 
Ręvenues of tlie Church; to the Pro eſſors of 
any one particular Set of Doctrines, may prove 
an Encouragement to Men of wicked Mind 
to mate Merchandi xe of the Word of God; 
theſe are Evils which every good Chriftian 
CAR G mult 
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mult. do their Duties faithfully, and with a, 
Conſcience; ; Praying that, 75 1 whoſe, 
nds, are. the Hearts of Men as the Rivers of, 
later, would bring thoſe whom he has veſt- 
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them; or that he would raife vp ſome migh- 
ty Spirits from among them, who; ſupported 
by ſuch Means as he in his Wiſdom ſhall fee 
to be moſt proper, ſhall break thro? all Op» 
poſitions, and be the Inffrumenrs of ſettling 
the Affairs of his Church upon a right Fun- 
dation. It was thus that oux Reformation 
was brought about; not by a general Licenſe 
granted to Preachers; a Method which to be 

ure the Churth of Rowe, could: not permit, 
and which our Reformeys theinſeives ſo fr 
faw the Evil of, as not to make uſe bf it 
whan they had it in their Power: *Tis 4 
Method indeed, which how well foever it 
may ſerve at ſome Times, and upon certain 
Occaſions, is not calculated for a Continu- 
ante; and were it tow to bs try'd (which I 
hope in God 1 ſhalt never fe) 1 doubt not 
bur they who are the fondeſt of ir, would in 
a while be convinced of the »2cefiry of com. 
ing back again to the ol Rale, ur order to 
put a Stop to thoſe Cofuſidns winely would 
every Day enſue, | 2 
One thing more there is, whiclr ought not 
to be forgotten, viz. That in ſetting apart 
Men for the Servite of the Charchz that Me. 
thod ought certainly to be purſued which 
tends moſt to Chriſtian Edification, Edification 
there can be none, if the People are under no 
Certainty What they are to beleve; that 
Scheme therefore which tends to! dH 
Mens Minds, does certainly tend to hinder 
"BEM 62 Edify: 
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Edification. Once more then I pray; -Sups, 
poſe a general Liberty granted to Preachers, 
and conſider the Contequence of it under 
this view. And what can common Senſe 
ſuggeſt to you but this, that the afferent and 
contradictory Dottrines publiſhed every Day, 
would be as various as the different and con- 

tradiffory Opinions of Men. One while this 
thing would be taught as a Goſpel Truth; as 
nother while it would be ſet aſide again. To 
day one Preacher would tell you that zhi is 
an Article of Faith; to-morrow another would 
tell you it is a Human Invention. One Pariſh 
would be inſtructed in the Doctrine of Arius, 
another in that of Socinus, and the ſame 
Pariſh, by a quick Succeſſion of Teachers, 
might have all ſorts of Doctrines taught 
them within the Compaſs of a few Years, 
What muſt unlearned, honeſt, and well- 
meaning Men, who come for Inſtruction, 
think of this; or whither muſt they go for Sa- 
tisfaction? To their Bibles Ill warrant !- But 
are they able to underſtand their Bibles with» 
out the help of their Teachers? If they are, 
why are they provided with Teachers? If they 
are not, is it not a. moſt lamentable Caſe 
that they are provided for in ſuch a manner 
that they can receive 0 Satisfaction from 
their Teachers? I need not tell the Reader 
how little a Friend I am to that Doctrine 
which places Mens Titie to Salvation mere- 
ly upon their Sincerity. But ſuch Confidence 
N ; I have 
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I have in the Mercies of God, that I muſt | 
needs think the Chriſtian People in a much 
ſafer Condition under ſincerely embraced Er; 
rors, than under that Heſ#apcy and Perplexity | 
which ſuch a continual Oppoſition of Preachers 
one againſt another muſt neceſſarily produce. 
In the one Caſe they are not ſo perfect Chri- 

ſtians as they ought to be; in the other they 
are in a very fair way to turn downright 
Heatlenf, , I T en en 

But it is time that I dra this Point to a 
Concluſion; for in truth, if the Method which 
Jam pleading for be agreeable to the Gofpet | 
Rule, there will be no room left for s to find 
fault with the Exyediency of it. Whether it | 
be ſo or not, J ſhall therefore leave the Rea- 

| der to judge, after I have laid before him a 

{hort view of the Evidence which has been 
produced, in the following Propoſitions, 
Viz. „„ 

x. Both ſides do agree, that in every par- 

ticular Church or Society of Chriſtians there Wl | 

muſt be Teachers to inſtruct the People, vi 

2. Reaſon tells us, and the Scripture ex- 
preſly (H directs, that thoſe who are to teach 
the Faith of the Goſpel, muſt themſelves hold 
the Faith of the Goſpel; and conſequently 
that ſo far as is poſſible none but ſuch be 
admitted to the Miniſtry, 3 
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54 Of ler of Subſevijyion. 
J. Of this Qualification therefore, thoſe 
muſt neceſſarily Have a Righr to jadge, whois 
- Office it is to 1 5 Men to the Miniſt y. 

4. The Faith of the Gypel lies not in am 
Senſe i»deffaitely afflxed to che Words of Strip 
ture, but in that preciſe, dete/iinets Me 
which was ſegniſted or intended by the ſaired 
rien, my | 

5. Thoſe therefore whoſe Office it is to ay. 
point Men to the Miniſtry, and who in virtue 
of that Office have a Right £6 judge of the 
2 of Men, are bound careful 
to enquire which among all the variety of Sen. 
fer in which the Words of Sci ipture are or moj 
bs underſtood, is the true one. 1 

6. Thoſe whoſe Offee it is to appoint Men 
to the Miniſtry, have nom nothing to dive? 
them in this E-quiry but their own Reaſon, 
affifted by natural Helps ; and conſequently 
muſt in this Ezquiry be determined by then 
omm Reaſon. 3 

7. Therefore whatever Senfe appears 16 


' - 


them to be the true Senſe, that muſt be the 


Faith, an Agreement in which they are in 
Conſcience bound to require, as a Condition 
of admitting Men into the Miniſtry. Ne 
8. A general Aſſeut to the Soriptures as the 
Word of God is uo Proc of this reement. 

9, Therefore this Senſe muſt be-parrienlare 
ly ſet forth, and an expreſs Aſſent to it requi- 
red, as the Teft or Evideice of a due Quali- 
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Saperiour s, But to 10 Out again i 
in general, and to challenge à Liberty ie ever. 
7) Man, under the C barack of a. CH iſiam 
Minifter, to ubliſh any Dattrines, he has a 
mind to; be peaks a Diſpoſition in thoſe who 
do. it, not to be- fatisfied- with- reaſonable 
Terms, and can proceed from no other 
Cauſe, than that they themſelves are ſo much 
bloated out with new Conceits, that the ancient 
Boundaries of our Church, even as to thoſe 
Points which the hath. adjudged to be efſer- 
nial to the Faich.gf a Chriſtian, are become 


#00 narrow for them. But if this be the os 
tne/ 


2 2 e 


a 1 — Orders, | 
4 Faul 
i" 


565 Of Articles of Sabſeription. 
they oug ht for that very reaſon (unleſs they 
will firſt ſhew that ſhe hath been miſtzken) 
to be kept juſt'where they are; and the only 
proper Advice that can be given to fu 
Perſons is, that they would endeavour to 
bring their own Dimenſions to à juſt Propor- 
tion, which if they can once do, I may ven. 
ture to promiſe: them that they will find ng 
occaſion to complain for Want of rom. 
As a Coneluſion to the whole, give me 
leave to add, that ſince whatever is 1 
required as 4 Condition of admitting a Man 
to the Miniſtry, is alſo properly required as a 
Condition of Rs Continuante in the Miniftry; 
therefore if any one ſhall at any time oppuyy 
thoſe Doctrines Which he ſubſcribed. to at 


his Oraination; and ſhall per in ſuch Ops 


poſition, aſtet all proper Methods have been 
made uſe of for his Reformation; this (ſup- 
poſing that the Church hath not in the 
mean while otherwiſe determined concerning 
thoſe Points) will be a good reaſon why he 


ought to be removed from his Office. | 
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I Have hitherto! been evaſidering-the'fof 


| and principal Means of ſupporting the 
Ghriſtian Faith; to wit, Inftruftion, and the 
Method 


Of Confeſſions if Faith. 49> 
Method neceſſary to be obſerved, that Ia 
ſtruction be rightly adminiſtred; ſo'that thus 
far the Point relates to the Clergy only. Mx 
next Bufineſs ſhall be to enquite what is ne- 
ceſſary and proper to be done, that Iaſtruc- 
tion, when r:2htly adminiſtred, may have ita 
due effect; and this will bring the Caſe down 
to all Chriſtians in general. Now as to the 
| firit Effect of 3 i. e. the fir#-Convers 
ſon to the Faith; tis obvious to underſtand, 
that ſuppoſing due Care and Abilities on the 
part of the Teacher, this muſt entirely depen 
upon the good Diſpoſition of the Hearer; this 
therefore is a Point : altogether out of the 
Queſtion: ' But it is neceſſary to provide, that 
when the Faith is once received, it may be 
continued in with Stedfaſtneſs' and Perſeue- 
rance, that it may every day grow. more live- 
J and vigorous, and not racer! decay-and 
dwindle into Apoſtacy, either thro" the teva- 
lency of our own corrupt Affections, the evil 
Suggeſtions of the Devil, or the Artifices and 
Inſinuations of wicked Men. This therefore 
is that which falls under the Care of Church 
Governours; and for this God himſelf hath 
alſo preſcribed us a Method, to which. the 
Office of Charch-Gevernours is relative, to wit, 
EXTERNAL and VisiBLE COMMUNION; 
whereby it is provided that there be à con- 
ſtant and regular Attendance of the People to 
the Inſtructions of their Paſtors, and a Con- 
currence in the Uſe of all thoſe Means which 
| | H Chriſt 
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Ghrifthath appointed for the obtaining the 
Grace of the Holy Gho#, to ſtrengthen and 
ſupport · them under all Temptations, and to 
lead them to all ſorts of Improvements* More- 
over Chriſtians being hereby ſeparated as it 
were from the reft of Mankind as God's pe- 
culiur Iulieritance, and united into an intimate 


League and Fraternity among themſelves, they 


have hereby the better Opportunities of build. 


ing aß eath other in their hol) Faith, as well as 


of provoking one another to Love and good Works, 
which things have a - reciprocal Iendency the 
one to" increaſe and ſet forward the other. 
There is no need for me to ſpeak to theſe 
Points at large; tis ſufficient: that wiſible 
Communion is a Method of God's own: Appoint- 
ment; for being ſuch we ought not to doubt 
of its Expediency; nor conſequently of the 
Neteſfjry'that — are under of join- 
ing themſelves kogether in viſible Communion; 
nor of the Obligation that lies upon Church. 
Governoars to provide, ſo far as in them lies, 
that wuiſihle Communion be preſerved and main- 
rained.) We muſt therefore conſider what is 
required that a Man may become a Member 
of viſible Communion ;" and this can be known 
no other way than by enquiring into the a. 
ture of viſible Communion, and ſhewing in 
what it'doth properly conſiſũſ. 
The Scripture Word which we rendet 
Commnunlom, is Kowwria, which ſignifies a joint 
or mat aal ſe, ieee or Agreemeut 
Ai 1 e 
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0 in ching; ; hence by a Mee] 5 comes 
d to ligniſy a SOCIETY, t. 2 of which 


10 lies in this, chat it is a Number 2 Ale 
e. ING TOGETHER i the us of 2 RULES, 
it and, the PARTICIPATION, if, Friar REV i 
by LEGES peculiar | to, thewſelies ; inſpmuch_thar 
wherever; this for t of eee by 1. de 15. Pr 
perly a Society and ho verſa. 1 burch 


being repreſented. in 8 glas 1 Body Q 
— Ot. Nena 50 5 5 
that Serie 9 n 11 


or Governpur., ſapr eme 
being alſo in virtue of cu . W. 
Chrilt that we are declared to, Centr led 
thoſe Benefits or Privileges. . whi ich E 
procured by his Death and. Sufferings; t 
Band or common Tie by Which Meme 2 55 
into one Society under Conſt. muff | beth 
Konorie,, eminently Þ £ called, in 
who believe in Chriſt are concern FE 
to join, and it can ther therefore {igni | 
id than a mutual ut in 
ticulars by, which. Chr 7 169 are: 470 2 
from other Men; 0 1 other . „ Am 
tus! Agreement in the following, thoſe Rules, 
or in Tag diret = by Thoſe. Lanes 0. | 
have been preſcribed. . 7 pointed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Head of that Sortety where- 
of the icy are Members. So that in Hort hes 
Lian Communion is nothing elſe Jornt 
Agreement in the.common 1erms of © (> an 
Sal vation, and in ſuch a B-haviour, 18 1 
able chere for it is b 4 * wh ety 
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52 Of Confeſſions of Faith. : 
of Salvation that a Man is united to Chriſt, 
and conſequently a joint or mutual Adherence 
to theſe Terms muſt be the Band of Chriſtian 
- Communion, VVV 
This then being the Nature of Chriſtian 
Communion in general, it plainly follows, that 
among thoſe between whom tliere is 20 viſible 
Aercement in the Faith, and much more a- 
mong thoſe between whom there is a viſible 
Diſagreement in the Faith, there can be no 
viſible Communion. For whatever it is, a real 
Agreement in which is neceſſary to true Chri- 
ſtian Communion, in that a viſible Agreement 
muſt be neceſſary to viſible Communion. Now 
that an Agreement in the Faith is neceſſary to 
true C of 0 Communion, is evident, not on- 
ly from hence, that Faith is one of thoſe Laws 
or Terms of Salvation which Chriſt has pro- 
ounded, but from the expreſs Words of 
t. Paul, who not only calls this Communion 
Kowovia | & mT *Evayyiatov, A Fellowſhip in the Goſ- 
þel, or in the Acknowledgment of that Method 
of Salvation preached by Jeſus Chriſt (Philip. 
1. 5.) but tells us, that in the Body or Com. 
mumion of Chriſtians there muſt be ua ris, 
one Faith, even as there is one Lord and one 
' Baptiſm, Eph. 4. 4, 5. And at ver. 11, 12, 
3, he fays, that the Eud for which Chrift 
ave Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors and 
: Teacher was — the edifying or building 
up the Body 6 Chriſt till we all come unto a per- 
feet Man. Now wherein does our being bull 
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Of Confeſſions of Faith. 53 
into one Body and growing up into one perfeth 
2 under Chriſt the Head conſiſt? Wh 
he tells us that it conſiſts in the UNITY of # 
FAITH, and of the KNOWLEDGE of the SON of: 
Goo; which he oppoſeth to the being zoſſed 


0 and fro, and carried about with every Wind of | 


Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men and. cunning 
Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 10 deceive 3 
as that which is the Property of Children, 


and not of perfect Men; as that which hin. 


ders our growing 4 into him in all 8 which 
is the Head, even Chriſt, ver. 14, 15. To the 
ſame purpoſe St. Johm, 1 Ep. r. 3. That which 


we have ſeen and heard declare ne unth you, that ' 


e alſo. may have F&LLOWSHIP-with us; and 
truly our Fellowſhip'is. with the Father, and with 
his Son Jeſus Chrit, The End and Purpoſe 


you ſee of his declaring theſe things was, that 
thoſe to whom he declared them might have- 


Fellowſhip, &c. which implies, that unleſs - 
received theſe things they could have 0 Fel. 
lonſbip. And what were theſe things? why 


you have it more plainly, ver. 1, a. That 


which was from the beginning, which we bave 
heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, whith 
we have looked upon, and our Hands have hands 
led of the WorD of Lies, even that ETERNAL 
Lizg which was with the Father, and was mani. 
feſted unto us — declare we unto you. The 


embracing that which was manifeſted: con. 


cerning the Word of Eternal Life, i. e. the 
Faith concerning God's Method of * 
| 1 „ 5 1 


54 


Of Confeſſions of Faith, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, was therefore that, without 
which they _—_ have. - Fellowſhip —— 
Apoſtles, nor conſequently any Fellonſbip with 
rag Lab, or with Yes Chrin. bord Jo 7 
In order therefore to the admitting or re- 
ceiving a Man as a Member of viſible. Comma. 
nion, it is neceſſary that he firſt of all. gives 
ſufficient Evidence or Aſſurance of his holding 
the Faith; of which Point thoſe undoubtedly 
muſt be the Judges whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
Fererve Men into Communion; and they are 
all thoſe who are authorized to adminiſter 


3 — Baptiſm, this being a ſtanding: Ordinance 


Chriſt's.own 299 by a right Ap. 
plication whereof thoſe: to whom it is applied 
are; as by an Iuſtrument, ingrafted into the 
Body of Chriſt's Church. This, by the way, 


it is that the Adminiſtration of this ſacre 
Rite be not committed indifferentiy to any 
Hands, but confined to Men of approved Or- 
modo); for ſince thoſe who are veſted with 
the Power of adminiſtrimg Baptiſm, are there- 


| ſhews how reaſonable and neceſſary —_ 


by conftituted Judges of the Qualifications of 


thoſe who offer themſelves to be received in- 
to Communion, it is very fitting that they 


| themſelves ſhould be duly qualified. For if 
thoſe who Fold not the Faith themſelves be 
enthorized to adminifter Baptiſm, the Conſe- 
' quence muſt be, that they will think them- 
felves obliged to adminiſter it to others. who 
hold not the Faith (and poſſibly to ſuch _ 
| — . WIC 


in both Caſes holding the ſame. Now to 
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which in effect is to deſtro all vi ſeble Comma 
nion, by receiving thoſe as Members of the 
Church, between whom and thoſe wha: da 
hold the Faith there can indeed be no viſihla 
Communion. Foraſmuch then as the Mini- 
{ters of the Goſpel are the ozly Perſons ordina. 
rily intruſted with this Power, this Conſide- 
ration will afford a diſtindt Argument for 
that Care concerning their Orthodoxy which 
has been pleaded for in the foregoing Chap- 
ter; becauſe if you admit all 1 
the Office of the Mini#ry, whether they hold 
the Faith or hold it not, you muſt allow. 
them to/baptixe all indifferentiy, the Reaſon 


proceed; as to that Evidence or Aſſurance 
which, 1 fay, every one ought to give of his 
holding the Faith, in order to his being admit» 
ted or received as a Member of viſible Commu-— 
nion; provided it be but given, tis of no 
conſequence in what particular wey or man- 
ner it be done. The ancient Practice of the 
Church in this Caſe hath been to require, 
not Subſcriptions, as in the Caſe of admitting 
Men to holy Orders, but (what anſwer the 
Purpoſe every whit-as well, and are, I think, 
more proper where ſo great Numbers are 
concerned) verbal Conrtss10Ns or Declaras 
tions only. This Security, I ſay (in confor- 
mity to the Goſpel Rule) was always requi- 
red antecedentiy to Baptiſm, as thoſe who in 
cavſequence of ſuch Confeſſions. or Declarations 
I | were 
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66 Of Confeaſiont of Faith. 
were baptized, were ever eſteemed Memhers 
of the viſchle Church: But becauſe the Opi- 
nions of Men are changeable, and thoſe who 
are nom ſound in the Faith, may within a 
while apoſtatixe and fall away from it, there- 
fore Confeſſions of Faith were introduced into 
thoſe Forms of public Worſhip, which every 
Member of the Church 4s ſuch was obliged to 
join in, as well that Chriſtians might them- 
ſelves be daily put in mind anto what they were 
baptized, as that the Church by theſe ſolemn 
Acknowledgments might receive a ftanding Ie. 
#imony of their preſerving that Faith entire, 
upon their Profeſſion of which they were ad- 
mitted into the Communion of the Church, and 
which being once lot, they can no longer 
continue to be Members of it. The thing in- 
deed is juſt and reaſonable, that in every pal- 
lick Act of viſible Communion (of which ſort 
is the publicł Worſhip of God) there ſhould be 
a remembrance made of that upon which viſ- 
ble Communion is founded. . 
Thus far, I think, we go upon very fafe 
and unconteſtable Principles ; but then as to 
the particular Manner in which theſe: Forms 
of Confeſſion ought to be drawn up, this is a 
Point which will afford us ſome matter of 
diſpute. Thoſe who have declared them- 
ſelves againſt propounding Human Explicas 
tions of 1 Words to the Clergy as Teſts 
of their Orthodoxy, are (in great Conformity 
to themſelves I conteſs) equally a * 

; ame 
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ſame Method in reference to the Lait. They 
would have no other Seturity required in ei- 
ther Caſe than this (or what is equivalent to 
it) viz. an Aſſent to the Scriptures as the Ward) 


of God, and OY as the Rule of a 


(hriſtian's Faith and Conduct; that as on the 
one hand Men agreeing in this ane Principle, 
how varioully ſoever differing in their Opini- 
ons about the Senſe and Meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, may be admitted to the Miniſiry; ſo 
on the other hand al who agree to the ſame 
Principle may under the ſame diverſity of Opi- 
nions (if nothing elſe intervenes to render 
them unqualified) be received as Members of 
viſible Communion, According to this Scheme 
then all Confeſſions of Faith ought to run in 


TURES TO BE THE WoR D or Gop; or elſe 
(if you will be particular) they ought to be 
drawn up in Scripture Terms only; and this 
latter is the Method which is now contended 
for. But as with reſpect to the former Caſe 
L have before ſhewn it to be inconſiſtent with 


ſo with reſpect to this it appears, I think, by 


conſiſtent with the very Nature of viſible Com- 
munion. Viſthle Communion (as has been 
ſhewn) implies a viſible Agreement in the 


liſt no longer than there. is among Chriſtiang 
a joint Concyrrence in ſuch ſolemn ang publich 
I 


Act 


this general Form, I BELIEVE THA Sckir- 


the Eud and Deſizs of the Miniſterial Office, 


the Principles juſt now laid down, to be in- 


Faith, Viſible Communion therefore can ſubs - 
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Acts as do viſibly expreſs or (ientfy this Apree. 
ment. Foraſmuch then 41 0 this pry 
cannot be wifibly expreſſed or ſignified any 
otherwiſe than by a joint Uſe of, or a mutual 
reement in the ſame publick Forms of Con. 
feſſion, the Conſequence muſt be, that if theſe 
Forms be of ſuch a fort, as that an Agreement 
in the Uſe of them does not viſibly imply an 
reement in the Faith, there will not then 
(notwithſtanding the joint Uſe of ſuch Forms) 
be any viſihle Communion. Now this is the 
Caſe according to the preſent Scheme: For 
the Forms of Confeſſion which it propoſeth are 
of ſuch a ſort, as that an Agreement in the 
Uſe of them does viſibly imply an Agreement 
in 9 but this, viz. that he Scriptares 
are the Word of God. Now the Chriſtian 
Faith (as I have ſhewn above) lying not in 
this, but in the Belief of thoſe Truths concern- 
ing the Salvation of Man by Jeſus Chriſt, of 
which the Scriptures are declarative (which 
Belief it is evident, and the very Scheme 
ſuppoſeth, a Man may not have, tho” he be- 
lieves the Scriptures to be the Word of God; 
therefore the For:»s of Confeſſiun propoſed by 
this Scheme are of ſuck a fort, as, that an 
Agreement in the Uſe of them does not viſibly 
imply an Agreement in the Faith. 
' This Scheme therefore plainly propoſes ſuch 
a Method of gathering Men into viſible Com. 
munion, as deſtroys the very Notion of viſible 
| Con- 
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Of Confeſſions of hin 59 
Communion. And yet (1) bleſſed are they who 
have contributed to ſo good 4 Work! So fays 


fallible and paſſionate Man; and to our far- 


* 


ther Comfort, it is ons Who has long a 


told us that Human Banedictions arè good fo 
nothing, which is undoubtedly true, when 


they pronounce theſe bleſſed whom God hath 


not pronounced bleſſed. He then, I will 
venture to ſay it, has no where promiſed his 
Bi«ſing to ſuch an Undertaking as. this. *Tis 
a Work indeed ſuitable to the Tempers of 
thoſe who are (as I ſaid before) azcaſy under 
their own Confinement, and willing, at any 
rate to ſhake off the Weg of certain eſta- 
bliſbed Doctrines, which t ey have made too 
heavy for themſelves to bear; but it cannot 
be the Work of God, who cannot he ſuppo- 
{cd ſo much as to permit.it to proſper, unleſs 
it be for the Trial of our Faith, or tlie Pu- 
niſhment of our Sins. That the Reader 
may be yet more fully convinced of this, I, 
mult deſire that he would ſomewhat more 
particularly attend to the Conſequences of 
this Propoſal, in reference to the three main 
Branches of viſible Communion, viz. publick 


Confeſſion, publick Prayer, and Participation of 


the Euchariſt. As to the firſt of theſe, this 
Propoſal manifeſtly brings it to a mere outſide 
Formality. For let us ſuppoſe a Creed or Form 
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50 Of Confeſſions of Faith. 
of Confeſſion drawn up as theſe Men would 
have it, all in Scripture Terms, and that this 
Creed, and none elſe, were appointed to be 
uſed both at Baptiſm and in the public A. 
emblies of thoſe, who Owning the Scripture; 
n general to be the Mord of God, do all of 
755 go under the common Name or Appel. 
ation Of Chriſtians. Let us ſuppoſe this, I 
Jay, to be the Caſe; and I will ask any rea- 
Jonable Man among them to what End or 
Purpoſe the Uſe of this Creed is appointed. 
Is it to ſhew. who among them are able tg 
ſpeak? Do theſe good People meet together 
to hear one Ma fer like ſo many Par. 
rots? I hope not. To what Eud then I ask 
again is, the Uſe of this Creed appointed? 
Wh a ſenſible Man will anſwer (or he will 
be ſilent) that the Eud of it is, that Chriſtians 
may declare or teſtify their mutual Conſent to 
the Things Lene or intended by the Words of 
that Creed. But how ſo? Can that be the 
End of any Appointment, which you your» 
ſelves who make it, declare not to be the 
End of it? Is there not a manifeſt difference 
among you in many Points of Faith? And 
was not this Creed framed in Scripture Terms 
only with this very Intent and Purpoſe, that 
notwithſtanding this difference concerning the 
| Senſe of thoſe Words, ye might all of you 
join together (as ye call it) ia oe vi{ibl; Com- 
munion? Say then either that your Scheme is 
ebſurd, or ſhew that it is not an Abſurdity 
ny to 
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Of Confeſſions of | Faith, 61 
to ſuppoſe that Men differing from each 


other about that Faith, the receiving of 


which is neceſſary to make them true and 
real Members of Chriſtian Communion, ſhould 
merely by the Uſe or Pronunciation of certain 
Scripture Words or Phraſes, become viſiliy 


ſuch. Either come back to that Method: 


which ye have laid aſide, and let it be plains 
ly ſet forth what it is that in your Judgment 
a Chriſtian ought to believe, or elſe ſhew that 


it is not a deteſtable Mockery, in the moſt ſo- 


lemn manner in the World, and before the 
awful Preſence of God to make a She or Ap- 


pearancè Of confeſſing your Agreement in the 


faith, when in truth you confeſs othing at 
all, J fay, nothing at all ; for the Confeſſion 
lies not in the mere Sound of. Words, but gn 
the Meaning affixed to thoſe Words. To con- 
feſs is to declare my Aſſent to ſomething. 
Declare my Aſſent 1 cannot by the uſe of 
Words, concerning which I give 20 Evidente 
in what. Senſe 1 — them. Now this Scheme. 
propoſeth that 20 ſuch Evidence be given; 
and what elſe then duth it propoſe, but that 
in the moſt ſolemn Act of external Communion 


Chriſtians ſhould be (in the Apoſtle's Lan- 


guage) Barbarians to one another? To uſe 
Words the Senſe or Meaning whereof is not 
waderſtood, is to ſpeak in an unknown Tongue ; 


this in pablick Prayer would be intolerable, - 


and ſurely it is not leſs fo in publick Confeſſion. 
For theſe were both appointed as Meaus to 
one 


— — —— 
. , . 
4 6 A - 1 — — — . — . 
* WED * e * = 5 K 9 wo <> 0 — 
— : — . 2 
Pe © . * — — — — — _—_ 2 — — 

a _—_——y REG * 4 hos. WP E . — — 

* K * * . * * K 0 

* 


62 Of Confeſſrons of Faith. 
one and the .fame Ex, viz. the Edifitation or 
building up the Boay of Chrift, and it is im- 
poſſible that a Man ſhould be edified by that 
which he doth not anderſtand. In what 
manner , pablick Prayer ſerves to Edification, 
there is no occaſion for me to note; but pub. 


lic Confeſſion manifeſtly contributes to rhis 


good Purpoſe, vr. that by beholding each 
others Faith, Chriſtians may receive mutual 
Support and Stremth from one another. And 


not only ſo, but this being the Mark or 


Fouchftowe, by which thofe who are ſound in 
the Faith are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe. wha 
are zot, this ſerves as a Direction both to the 
Paſtors of the Church, and to private Mem- 
bers, to nhom and in what ſort to apply their 
Iuſtructions. This End therefore is in a great 
meaſure fruſtrated, when publick Forms of 
Confeſſion are ſo contrived: as not to be any 
Evidence of what a Man believes ; for if the 
Trumpet gives an uncertain Sound, who ſhall 


3 himſelf for the Battel? But to pro- 


It would be of ſome Uſe to thoſe who are 
ſo fond of this Method, to conſider what fort 
of vſible Communion that muſt be, wherein 
every particular Member (ſo called) ſhould be 
allowed to make uſe of a:fferent and contrar 
dictory Confeſſions, eſpecially at the fame time 
and in the ſame public Aſſembly. For my 
gyn part, it is not in my power to frame an 


dea of any greater or more ſhocking 4 
| | 4490 
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Of Confeſſions of Faith. 63 
dity ; and it ſhould ſeem that they themſelves 
know not how to digeſt it. For why do 
they yet plead for ove Form, in which ef 
may join, and not that every Man may be 
left to chuſe his own Form? Is it not that 
Chriſtians me ſeem at leaſt to make ane 
and the ſame Confeſſion ? And why one and 
the ſame Confeſfion, unleſs it be that they 
themſelves think to be an Abſurdity to have 
different and cantradictory Confeſfions in one 
and the ſame viſible Commanion? But if you 
attend to it, this Method propoſeth, thar in 
reality, and with reſpect to him who ſearcheth 
the Heart, there may be under one and the 
ſame viſible Communion (as it is called) not 
one and the ſame Confeſſion, but different and 
contradictory Confeſſions. For the Confeſſion 
(as I faid juſt now) lying not in the mere 
Sound of Words, but in the Senſe or Meaning 
affixed to thoſe Words, it will follow, that 
among thoſe who uſe the ſame Forms in diffe- 
rent and contradictarj Senſes, there mult be 
different and contradittory Confeſſions. But let us 
not ſo miſerably impoſe upon ourſelves, as if 
God could be pleaſed with thoſe Inconſiſten- 
cies, which would be abominable in the Eyes 
of Man! 10 n ee 2 

In ſhort; if it be ſo, that whoever ac- 
knowledges the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, how much ſocver he may pervert and 
corrupt the Doctrines contained in the Scrip- 
tare, is therefore a fit Perſon to be received 

as 


plead for: Comprehenſion will openly aver and 
maintain it to be agreeable to the Goſpel 
Rale, that no other Confeſſion be required 
but this, I believe that the Scriptures are the 
Word of God, I truſt that their Scheme will 
be thought by all unprejudic'd Men to car- 
ry with it its own Confutation. The Terms 
of wiſible Communion ought to be the fame 
nom that they were from the beginning; be- 
cauſe the Terms of Salvation, which are the 
Foundation of viſible Communion, are the ſame. 
And were no diſtinct and particular Confeſ. 
ſions of Faith required at the beginning ? 
Could a general Belief in the Scriptares, as the 
Word of God, be the Subject Matter of the 
Confeſſions of thoſe who were received into 
the Church even before the Scriptures, were 
written ? This is impoſſible. - But ſomerhing 
equivalent to it (perhaps you'll ſay) might, 
Nor this. For the /Scripture (as has been 
Jhewn) ſtanding in the ſame relation to us 
nom that the preaching of Chriſt and his Apo- 
files did to the firſt Chriſtians, the Equivalent 
muſt be, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles were 
Teachers ſent from God; or, which comes to 
the ſame thing, that what they taught was 
the Word of God, And was this then the 
Subject 
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Subject Matter of their Confeſſions ? Did ever 
any one offer himſelf to be baptized upon this 
general Bzlief only? We read of no ſuch In- 
ſtance; and if we did, doubtleſs we ſhould 
alſo read the Anſwer : Jou believe us to 
« be-Teachers {ent from God; and that what 
« we teach is the Word of God: But do you 
& know what that Word is which we teach? 
Do you receive that Meſſage _—— 
the Salvation of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
« which we come to declare?“ Thus muſt 
they have anſwered. (and thus our Saviour 
in effect did anſwer to Nicodemus, who con- 
feſſed him to be a Teacher ſent from God) be- 
cauſe this was evidently that Faith, unto 
which all who received Baptiſm were then 
baptized. And the fame Anſwer we have 
to give to thoſe who now tell us that they 
believe the Scriptures to be the word of God, 
and would be received into Communion upon 
that Faith.“ Do you indeed believe the 
“ Scriptures to be the word of Gad? You be- 
„ lieve well. But do you anderſtand what 
* the Scripture teacheth? Have you that 
% Fazth of which the Scriptures are declara- 
„tive, and which they preſcribe as a neceſ- 
„ fary Condition of Salvation? If you have, 
Ve receive you as Members of Chriſt's Body. 
* If not, you have no real Communion with 
« Chriſt, and therefore can have no viſible 
& Communion With us, who are united toge- 
K "6" Tien 
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74 Of C onfeſſions of Faith, 
ether no otherwiſe than by ſuch viſible 47, 
« as are expreſ/ive of that real Communion,” 

But I am inſenſibly falling back to a Point 
which, I think, has been clearly enough ſet- 
tled already. I now proceed to the ſecond 
main Branch of viſible Communion, Viz. pubs 
lick Prayer, the great End of which 46 ſuch 
is likewiſe maniteſtly ſet aſide by this nem 
Scheme. When we meet together to offer up 
our Prayers to God, we expect ſome peculiar 
and extraordinary Bleſſing to attend upon our 
joint Addreſſes, and we have Encouragement 
from Scripture ſo to do. But the Bleſſing pro- 
miſed to our public Devotions depends upon 
this Condition, that we be a Congregation 
met together in the Name of Chriſt ; which 
{urely doth not ſignify that we be a Congre- 
gation met together under this general Belief 
only that the Scriptures are the word of God, 
or that Jeſus Chriſt was a Prophet, conſidered 
as diſtinct from a Belief of his Doctrines; but 
implies that we be met together under the 
Influence and Direction of that Faith concerns 
ing lum which he came to reveal to Man- 
kind. More eſpecially and particularly it 
implies a Belief in Chriſt as our Mediator and 
Redezmer, and as a Conſequence of this, a 
firm Reliance upon his Merits and Interceſſion 
for us, as the Means of our Acceptance with 
God. Thoſe therefore who propoſe (as the 
Authors of this S:h29e manifeſtly do) that 
even they who deny this Faith may be _— 
˖ 
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ted to join with us in public Prayer, do in 
effect propoſe that we may not be a Cougre- 
gation met together in the Name of Chriſt. 
And what can be the reaſon of this, but that 


they believe that the Benefit and Efficacy of 


publick Prazer has no Connexion with our 
being met together in the Name of Chriſt, 
but depends ſolely upon this Conſideration, 
that we be met together every one of us in 
the Sincerity of our own Hearts to worſhip 
God, not according to that Faith which Jeſus 
Chriſt was ſent from Heaven to reveal, but 
according to that which we have each of us 
framed to ourſelves * Now were this really 
the Caſe, it would be adviſeable that even 
the Name of Jeſus might be expunged out of 
our Liturgies; and that all publick Forms of 
Prayer ſhould be fo framed, as that 2 at 
leaſt might join in them who acknowledge 
the Providence of God, and a Judgment to 
come. For it is certainly a Fault to pre- 


ſcribe ſuch Forms as will zeceſſarily exclude 


from the joint «ſe of them any who are qualifi- 
ed to be joint Partakers in thoſe Bleſſings, which 
God has promiſed to us as 4 Congregation met 
together, But the Bleſſing, as I have ſhewn, 
is promiſed to thoſe who are met together 1 
the Name of Chriſt, and to thoſe only; and if 
any one will ſay that this doth not imply a 
Belief of that Faith which he came to reveal 
to Mankind, let ſuch a one {hew me what 
Senſe there is in ſuppoſing that God ſhould 
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have any where promiſed to accept of the 
Prayers of thoſe whom he hath no where 
promiſed to accept to Salvation. 

Laſtly; As to the Participation of the Eu- 
chariſt; this being a ſacred Rite, whereby we 
do in the moſt ſolemn manner make a Pro- 
falſion of our joint Union with Chriſt, and our 
firm Expectancy of Life and Salvation, in 
virtue of the Promiſes made by and thro? 
him, both for ourſelves and thoſe with whom 
we communicate; it plainly follows, that we 
cannot conſiſtently partake of it in Company 


with thoſe who apparently fall ſhort in any 


thing which 3, or (for it is all one) which 
we judge to be a Term or Condition upon which 
Salvation is promiſed. For to do this, were 
to make a Frofeſſion of our being united to 
Chriſt jointly with thoſe, whom yet we our- 
ſelves believe not to be united to Chriſt ; and 
of our Expettancy of Life and Salvation thro! 
the Promiſes of God for thoſe, whom yet we 
ourſelves jaage to have zo Right to Salvation 
in virtue of thoſe. Promiſes.” So long there- 
fore as we believe any Doctrines to be neceſ- 
ſary to be received in order to Salvation, ſo 
long it is abſurd for us to admit thoſe to the 


Table of the Lord who openly deny theſe Vo- 


ctrines; and conſequently that Scheme which 
propoſes the Reception of all, however unqua- 
lified in this reſpect, i. e. how much ſoever 
differing from us about that Faith which is 
necellary to qualify us for Salvation, mult be 

uc - 
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jnconſiſtent with the Nature and End of this 
holy Inſiitution. 1 5 |; wat | 

The Reſult then 1s this; that there is the 
ſame need of Human Explicut ions of Scripture 
Words with reſpect to Lay-Communion, that 
there is with reſpect to Miniſterial Commu- 
nion. For the holding the Faith of the Goſpel 
is neceſſary in both Caſes; and a general Be- 
lief that the Scriptures are the Word of God is 
no Evidence of this in either. To thoſe there- 
fore who tax us with unreaſonable Severity 
in denying Communion to Men of all Sects 
(agreeing in this only, that the Scriptures 
are the Word of God) and charge us with 
diſuniting Chriſtians from one another; we 
muſt return the Charge of Abſurdity and 
Contradiction, in requiring that ſuch ſhould 
be received into Communion with us. They 
may poſſibly be admitted to the Tokens and 
Privileges of Communion ; i. e. they may be 
baptized; they may be permitted to join 
with us in our publick Confeſſions, in our pub- 
lick Prayers, and in the Participation of the 
Euchariſt; and they may alſo be advanced to 
the Miniſterial Office. But to admit thoſe to 
the Tokens and Privileges of Communion, with 
whom there can indeed be zo Communion, is 
abſurd; and when you have done all 
can, no Communion there can poſſibly be where 
there is #0 Agreement in the Faith. If then. 
the Charge of diſuniting muſt lie upon us 
who refuſe Commuaion, and not rather up- 

| On 
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on thoſe who have rendred themſelves n. 


| qualified for Communion (as one would think 


it ought) we anſwer, that we diſunite none 
but thoſe who ot to be diſunited. We do 
not diſunite Chriſt;ans from one another, but 
Chriſtians from thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, but are not truly and thoroughly 
ſo. We ſeparate not any from ourſelves, but 
thoſe who (as we are verily perſuaded) have, 
by denying the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
already ſeparated themſelves from Chriſt ; none 
but thoſe who have renounced that real Com- 
munion, Which is the only Foundation of vi- 
fible Communion, If indeed the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints had nothing to do in ani- 
ting us to Chriſt our Head, i. e. in entitling us 
to Salvation in virtue of his Promiſes, the 
Complaint I muſt own would be reaſonable; 
for certainly if a Man may be qualified for 
Salvation without Faith, he may be qualified 
for Communion without Faith. But as we 
have not thus learned Chriſt, we can ſee no 
other proper (nor indeed any other poſſible) 
Method of «n:itine thoſe who have departed 
from the Fai:h together with us into one vi- 
fible Cammunion, than by recalling them firſt 
of all from their Errors, and bringing them 


to the Unity of the Fa:th, and of the Knowledge 


of the Son of God. This is a god Work indeed, 
and bleſſed is he who hath contributed or ſhall 
hereafter contribute towards it. But till this 
is done, to pretend to join with them in one 

external 
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external and viſible Communion, is to turn e- 
ternal Communion into a Jeſt, and to expoſe 
ourſelves to the malicious Ridicule of thoſe 
Scorners, who are ready 10 catch hold of and 
improve to the uttermoſt every Opportunity 
that offers itſelf to make Chriſtianity look 
contemptihle. 1 N Ad F 39 
I flatter myſelf ſo far, as to hope that what 

I have offered will have ſome weight with 
unprejudic'd Men, towards convincing them, 
that the general Terms of Communion, as. now 
eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England, are not 
leſs agreeable to Reaſon, than they are to an- 
went and primitive Practice. And no the 
Point being brought this far, it may not be 
altogether uſeleſs to advertize the Reader 
upon what Baſis the oppoſite Scheme is founded, 
which, if he will but attend a little, he muſt 
very plainly perceive to be the modern Do- 
dtrint about the Availableneſs of Sizcerity to 
Juſtification, This is the chief Corner Stone, 
with which the whole Fabrick is ſo firmly and 
inſeparably connected, that if it were ſo that 
there were no poſſibility of overthrowing the 
one, it would be a vain thing to attempt the 
other. I have obſerved more than once in 
this Diſcourſe, that what is ſufficient to qua- 
' lify a Man for Salvation, according to the 
Terms of the Goſpel, is ſufficient to quality 
him for viſible Communion; and the thing is 
too plain to bear being diſputed. For what 
is it but to disjoint owr/elves from Chriſt our 
| Head, 
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Head, to refuſe to hold Communion with thoſe, 
who, 10 far as we can judge by his revealed 
Will, do hold Communion with him? Viſible 
Communion is in the very Notion of it, a vi 
ſible Communion in the Adherence to the com. 
mon Terms of Chriſtian Salvation; the Terms 
of Communion therefore, and the Terms of 
Salvation, as they rightly cannot, ſo they ne- 
ver onght to be ſeparated the one from the 
other. If then the declared Terms of Salva. 
tion in the Goſpel be no more than theſe, viz. 
That a Man believes in Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
Prophet ſent from God; receives the Scyip- 
tures, in which his Preaching is contained, 
as a Declaration of the Divine Will; examines 


them carefully, according to the be# of his 
| Abilities ; embraces every Doctrine which he 
judges to be there taught, and practiſes ſuch - 


Daties as he finds there commended : If theſe, 


I fay, be the Conditions upon which the Goſ- 


pel promiſes Salvation; theſe alſo muſt be the 
Conditions, upon the viſible Adherence to 
which, Men ought to be received as Members 
of viſible Communion. Every one ought to be 
admitted upon the Profeſſion of this general 
Faith, and their Opinions concerning particu- 
lar Doctrines ought never to be enquired into, 
becauſe the Belief of particular Doctrines (as 
is now ſuppoſed) is not,eſſential to that Faith 
which qualifies for Salvation. But if this 
Foundation be falſe, theſe Concluſions muſt be 
falſe too, and the Truth will lie on the =_ 
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fide. --If this general Faith be not that Faith / 
to which the Goſpel promiſes Salvation; it 
cannot then be that Faith, upon the Profeſſion 
whereof Men are to be received into Com- 
munion. If the Scriptures are to be recei- 
ved, not becauſe this Belief is itſelf the 
Goſpel- Faith, but becauſe the Scriptures are 


| declarative-of that Faith, it muſt then be en- 


quired what that Faith is which the Scrip- 


ture has declared; that is to ſay, it muſt be 


conſidered what thoſe particular Doctrines 
are, tlie Belief of which Jeſus Chriſt, accord 
ing to the Scripture, has made a Condition 
of Salvation; and according to the Senſe or 
Judgment which we frame concerning tlieſe 
Doctrines, we muſt proceed in determining 
who are, and who are not qualified for viſible. 
Communion; —— But the Purſuit of theſe" 
Points has been the Subject of the foregoing: 
Diſcourſe,” and there is no need to repeat 
them over again. $6 LENS, 
It was not for nothing then that this Do- 


Arine has been furbiſh'd up of late; the - 


whole Scheme of Comprehenſion (Which, if I 
am able to judge, is the great thing at heart) 
ſtands you ſee upon its Shoulders. And as 
this was the reaſon why I thought a diſtinct 
and particular Refutation of it to be a proper 
and neceſſary Introduction, towards opehung 


the true Merits of the Cauſe no in debate 


between the Biſhop of Bangor and the E/la- 
bliſld Church of England; ſo 2 
1 | ther 
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ther great Weakneſs or Diffidence in thoſe 
who are now for ſetting aſide this Point as 
"lin and which it will ſerve to uo great uſe 
lich way ſoe ver it be determined, It lig- 
ies at leaſt as much as his Lordſhip's Nor 
tion about Church-Communios {i nies; e 
much that I will venture to tell his Lordſhip, 
that if there be no Truth in what he bach 
{aid in the one Caſe, there can be no Senſe 
in what he hath ſaid in the other: Whether 
this doth not lay the Biſhop, under a neceſſi ity 
either ſolidly to defend tans Doctrine, or bo- 
neſtly to give it up, I {hall lea ve him and the 
World to determine. If he will xo defend 
it, the reaſon muſt be, becauſe he finds that 
he cannot, and then = will ke what he muſt 
part with. If he both can and will defend it, 
the Way is open to him, and Lwill ſay thus 
much for has Encouragement, that L will not 
in that Ca fo tal loager be of the Number of 
Hos who all n the © ro ee a 
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Fr having heen ſhewn in the, foregoing 

Chapter that none are qualified to be 
received as Members of viſible Commanion, but 
thoſe who hold the Faith, of the Goſpel; it 
may orgy perhaps A. LARS needleſs. thing to 
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o about to prove, that thoſe who having 
— received as Members of viſible Commu- 
nion upon their Profeſſion of that Faith, ſhall 
afterwards openly depart from it, do thence- 
forward become unfit Members of viſible Com- 
munion, and ought therefore to be denied 
the Tokens and Privileges of it. To receive 
into Communion, and to excommunticate, i. e. 
to put out of Communion, are Relatives; and 
certainly that ; which would have been a 
good reaſon why a Man ought not to have 
been admitted at firſt, mult be as good a 
reaſon why he ought to be rejected after- 
wards, But becauſe it is of late grown to be 
a very current Opinion among ſome ſorts of 
Men (for which too they pretend to have 
the Authority of the Scriptures on their fide) 
that none ought to be rejected from viſible 
Communion for oppoſing the Faith, but thoſe 
who wickedly oppoſe it, or at leaſt whoſe. 
Errors from the Faith are owing to their 
own Careleſſneſs; it is therefore neceſſary 
that this Point be diſtinctly and particularly 
enquired into; becauſe if the Scriptures 4o 
plainly fay thus much, or if it can by good 
conſequence be deduced from them, it will 
ſtand as an inſuperable Objection againſt all 
that has been ſaid, which, as you mult have 
obſerved, ends in a very different and con- 
trary Conclufion. If the Reaſons againſt re- 
ceiving Men into Communion, and for ex- 
cluding them from Communion, be (as they 
| L 2 neceſſa- 
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neceſſarily muſt) the very ſame; 'tis plain 


that an Oppoſition to the Faith (i. e. a mere 
Oppoſition to the Faith) ſuppoſing it not to be 
a ſufficient Warrant in the one Caſe, can be 
no ſufficient Oljection in the other; and a 


ſufficient Warrant it cannot be, if the Scrip- 


tures do plainly teach, that none ought to 
be excommunicated! for oppoſing the Faith, 
unleſs fuch Oppoſition be founded in Wicked- 


neſs or Iaſincerity. But then on the other 


hand, ft muſt be a very ſtrong Preſumption 
that the Scriptures do indeed no where teach 
any ſuch thing, that it hath been already 
ſhewn, that in the Caſe of receiving Men 
into Communion they have made no ſuch Di- 
ſt inction; and moreover, that it hath been 
made appear from the very Nature of wifible 
Communion, that all who oppoſe the Faith are 
uncapable of being really and truly Members 
thereof, whether they do it wickedly or not 
wickedly, ſincerely or inſiucerely. However 
it mult be allowed that the * Pre- 
ſumpꝑtions are of no weight againſt plain and 
poſitive Proots, and therefore the Matter | 
ought well to be conlidered.- And foraſ- 


much as the Rule of St. Paul, Tit. 3. 10. 


has moſtly been inſiſted upon, I ſhall there 
fore firſt of all try what may be concluded 
from thence, and then add ſuch other Ob- 
ſervations as may be proper to ſer the Truth 
in a clear Light. Bi 

| e 
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in The Words of the Apoſtle are theſe: A 
Man that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ſe- 
cond Admonition, reject, knowing that he that 


is ſuch is ſubverted, and ſinneth, 6v duloxd[dxeilQ., 


a being condemned of himſelf. Here the A poſtle 
p- is conceiv'd to have aſſerted thus much; viz; 
to That no one is a Heretict, nor conſequently 
h, to be rejected as ſuch, but he who is a 


rij G-, condemned of himſelf, i. e. (ſay ſome) 
by his own Judgment and Conſcience, in abet- 
ting or maintaining ſome. Doctrine which 
ſubverts the Faith, merely with regard to 
worldly Advantages, in Oppoſition to the 
_ Senſe or Conviction of his own Mind. This 
Interpretation has ſeveral very conſiderable 
Advocates on its ſide; and the Reaſyns for 
it ſhall be conſidered by and by. But it may 
not be amiſs to obſerve before-· hand, that 
how greedily ſoever ſome unwary Aſſertors 
of the new Doctrine concerning Sincerity 
may have catch'd at this Meaning, it no 
more ſuits with their Purpoſe than it doth 
with mine. That thoſe who err from the 
Faith are Hereticks, and ought to be rejected 
as ſuch, provided they have erred for want 
of Sincerity, they acknowledge; but this In- 
terpretat ion makes the Formality of Hereſy to 
lie, not in Error inſincerely embraced, but in 
a wicked Oppoſition of that which a Man knows 
to be Truth. . Conſequently if a Man be in 
an Error, tho it be for want of Sixcerity, yet 
he is (according to this Interpretation) no 
Heretich, 
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Heretick, nor ought he to be rejected as a 
Heretick ; for his very being in an Error ſup- 
poſeth that he doth not in maintaining that 
Error act in Oppoſition to the Senſe and Con- 
{dion of his own Mind. This Interpreta- 
tion therefore, I ſay, doth by no means agree 
with their Notion of Hereſy; and to ſpeak 
the Truth, I believe it will be a very diffi- 
cult Matter- to think of any one that will, 
But let them look to that; I go on to the 
Matter in hand; and in the Purſuit of it, 
I {hall firſt of all examine thoſe 4 Reaſons 
which have been alledged to juſtify this In- 
terpretation; and then propound to my Rea- 


der that which I take to be the true Senſe of 
the Paſſage. And, 37 1 


# 
—— * * ————_ 


+ The Reader who has Leiſure upon his Hands may con- 
ſult Dr. Whirby upon the Place, whete he will find much ſaid 
in favour of this Interpretation. I have contented myſelf with 
ſeleQiog thoſe Paſſages upon which the main Streſs of his Rea- 
ſoning lies, and handling them in a general way. What ſort 
of Return I am to expect for this I know not. The Dottor 
has once upon a leſs Occativn than this thought fit to ac- 
quaint the World that 1 am a very great Knave; for ſo 1 un. 
derſtand him when he ſays in his Dedicatiom to the Biſhop of 
Bingor, that I labour under 4 deplorable want of Hontfly, WY 
the Doctor was pleaſed to fay this, he himſelf beft knows; 
and why he only ſaid it, without offering any Inftance or 
Proof, I hope I know. I ſhall give him no farther Trouble 
about this Matter than to leave it upon his Conſcience and 
if he hath not as far out-liv'd that as he has his Orthodoxy, 
perhaps the next time he has occaſion to mention my Name 


in publick, he may find it in his Heart to treat me with more 
Humanity. 


1. It 
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1. It is alledg'd, that he who ſins againſt 
his own Convictions in What he doth main- 
tain, or WhO oppugns any Doctrine which 
he knows to be true, is a Heretic, accord 
« ing to the proper Import of the Word, be- 
“ cauſe: he doth properly chaſe to be af his 
4 Opinion. Whereas the Judgment of the 
&« erroneous Perſon obliges him to hold his 
« Error, it being not in our Power to believe 
„ otherwiſe: than our Mind and judgment 
« doth; inform us. So that in this Caſe we 
do not properly ate, chuſe what Opi- 
« nion we will hold.“ But I concewe it 
will go but a very little way towards deter- 
mining the Senſe of an Word to ſay what 
it doth property. ſignify, if there be another, 
tho improper Meaning, which will ſerve. as 
well. That an erroueos Perſon doth not 
properly, or by an Act of the Mi, chaſe: his: 
Opinion, is undoubtedly certain; but then 
it is no leſs certain, that improperly, or hy an 
Ac of the Judgment, he does chuſe his Opi- 
nion, foraſmuch as he is hereby led to give 
it the Preference above any other, which is a 
Senſe. that the Word ages will very well 
bear. In a proper way. of ſpeaking no Man 
can be faid to chuſe his Opinion, as this very 
Argument expreſly allows; for it is in no 
Man's Power to believe otherwiſe than his Mind 
and Judgment doth inform him; that theres» 
fore which. even he who oppugns thoſe Do- 
Cirines, which he knows to be true, chuſes, 
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is not his Opinion, but to act in Contradiction 


to his Opinion. But that the Formality of 
Hereſy lies in this, the Criticiſm will by no 
means prove; and if (which I think is very 
reaſonable) we interpret the Signification of 
the Adjective arp] inds according to'a known” | 
Meaning of the Subſtantive «tg, the con- 

trary will be moſt evident. For the Word 
alete is very commonly uſed to denote any 
Sect or Party of Men; according to — 4 
Senſe he-who is the Leader or Abzitor of any 


Sect will be ae, from whatever Cauſe or 


Principle it happens that he is ſo. The 

Greeks, when they ſaid that a Man was of 
ſuch or ſuch an dee, were ſo far from 
ſuppoſing that he. opph¹ꝗ i thoſe 'DoQtrines: 
which be knew to be true, that ordinarily: they 
ſuppoſed (What all the World commonly 
ſuppoſeth) that every Man embraced the 
Dagmaia or Tenets of that Sect which he pro- 
feled himſelf to be of; nor (thab I may juſt! 
take notice of it by the way) did they in the 
uſe of this Word ever make it any part of 
their Conſideration whether theſe Tenets 
were embraced ſincerel or inſintenely. So far 
therefore as we can learn from the 1»port of 
the Word, or at leaſt for ought that the Im- 
port of the Word ihews to the contrary, ALL 
were. Hereticks in the Apoſtle's Senſe,” who 
were the Leaders or open Abettors of any 
_ in Oppoſition to the Apoſtolick Do- 

rine. in ty 
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2. It is farther alledg'd, that he who fins 
againſt his own Convictions in what he doth 
maintain, “is moſt properly a Heretick in the 
& Scripture-Senſe, which till aſcribeth to 
& ſuch Men ſomething relating, not to the 
Error of their Judgments, but the Perverſe- 
„ eſs of their Wills, and the Corruption of 
their Afections; as that they deſigned not 
« to ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, bat their 
« own Bellies ; that they turned away from the 
« Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain was Godlineſs, &c.“ 
Now to this I an{wer : Firſt, That admit- 
ting it to be true, that a perverſe Will and 
corrupt Affections are eſſential to the Notion 
of Hereſy, this has no Tendency to juſtify 
this Interpretation; for every one knows 
that a perverſe Will and corrupt Aﬀections (and 
particularly a covetaus and worldly Mind) may 
as well be the Inſtruments of leading Men 
into Error, or (which is the ſame thing as 
to the preſent Argument) of making them 
careleſs and unconcerned about the Truth, 
as of cauſing them to oppoſe what in their 
own Conſciences they believe to be true. But, 
2aly, It does not follow, that becauſe Here- 
ticks are ſpoken of as Men of perverſe Wills 
and corrupt Affections, that therefore a per- 
. verſe Will and corrupt Affections are eſſential 
þ to Hereſy, For Perſons and Things are fre- 
quently ſpoken of as to what in Fact they are, 
and not as to what in the Nature of them 
they muſt neceſſarilj be. The ancient Here- 
2 a M ticks, 
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ticks, i. e. thoſe who at firſt oppoſed the 
— of the Apoſtles, were generally 
very wicked Men; and the Scripture repre- 
ſents them therefore as ſuch. .. But that ic. 
kedneſs enters into the Notion of Hereſy, it 
will no more follow from hence, than it will 
follow that Idolatry enters into, the Notion 
1 of an Indian, becauſe Indians are deſcribed 
' as Idolaters. This will be farther evident, 
| | if it be conſidered, 3005 in what manner 
1 the Scripture ſpeaks of thoſe to whom it 
aſcribes Wickedaneſs and Corruption, in the 
Paſſages which are generally produced upon 
this Occaſion; and concerning this it is ob- 
ſervable, that they are very feldom expreſly 
ſtiled Heretichs (for that Word rarely occurs 
in the ſacred Writings) but for the moſt part 
deſcribed by a Periphraſis. Thus thoſe con- 
cerning whom St. Paul ſays, that they ſerved 
rot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Bellies, 
are not exprelly called Hereticks, hut - thoſe 
Wm 1:7 .who cauſed Diviſions and Offences; and thoſe 
1 / of whom he affirms that they ſuppoſed Gais 
to be Goaline(s, were thoſe who. taught oiher 
Doctrines. Would you think it-proper now 
to argue from hence, that a perverſe Wil 
and corrupt Afﬀettions, gr that a covetous and 
worldlyMiud 1s eſſential to the Notion'of one 
who cauſes Diviſions and Offences, or of one 
who teaches other Doctrines? I hope not. 
Much leſs reaſon then have you to argue 
that this Property enters into the Motion of 
1 | 3 Herely. 
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Hereſy. For the Argument being, merely 
concerning the uſe of a Word, the Inference 


therefore would have been more pertinent, 


had it been ſaid of Heretick5-exprelly fo call'd, 
that they who are ſuch ſerve not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, bat their amn Bellies, &c. And yet 
this is what the Apoſtle affirms pf thoſe 
who cauſed Diviſions and Offences; a ve 
manifeſt Proof that theſe and ſuch like Pak 
ſages of Scripture were intended to ſet forth, 
as I ſaid before, what was generally the Pro- 
perry of Hereticks, not what neceſſarily muſt 
e ſo. 3 3 
7 It is farther obſerved, that © the Apo- 
* {tle doth not ſay to Titus, do thou inform 
© him (i. e. the Heretick ) of his Error, but 
do thou admoniſb him of his Fault; which 
„ ſhews (ſay they) that the Crime lay not 
in his miſtaken Judgment (for that can ne- 
ver be. corrected by Admonition, but only 
* by Inſtruction) but that it lay in the Irre- 


*. eularity of his Affections and the Perverſe- 
nes of his Will.“ But thoſe ſurely have a 


very ſingular Notion of Admonition (vnde ia) 
who, think that it doth not imply Inſtruction, 
where Inſtructian is wanting. St. Paul tells 
the Romans, that he was perſuaded of them 
that they were filled with all Goodneſs and 
Ryponledge, able alſo dxxinu, rele, to a 
one another, Rom. 15. 14. And at 1 Thzfþ. 5, 


12. he beſeeches them to know them which were 


over them in the Lord, 9 re927 «1a, and admo- 
7 M 2  niſhed 
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niſhed them. And again, Eph. 6. 4. he gives 
this Charge to Parents, that they ſhould bring 
up their Children & nada Y vu tc l xvele, in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Who 
ſees not that in theſe Places r3:oia implies 
Inſtractias? There is indeed no other diffe- 
rence between them than this, vir. that the 
former is a Word of more general Extent 
than the latter; Inſtruction imply ing no more 
than the a or endeavouring to inform 
the Underſtanding, and Admonition (vu decla) 
as the very force of the Greet Word ſhews, 
taking in the uſe of all thoſe Means which are 
proper to regulate the Mind, and make it 
better. Admonition then including Inſtruction, 
where Inſtruction is needful, it will not fol- 
low, that becauſe the Apoſtle hath not par- 
ticularly and diſtinctly taken notice of it, 
that therefore the Heretic, whom he exhorts 
Titus to reject, wanted no Inſtruction, or that 
his Judgment might not be erroneous. For 
the Direction may be conceived to carry this 
general dre viz, That 'after repeated 
Trials unſucceſſtully made to reform a He- 
retick (i. e. any one who ſhould ſet up other 
Doctrines in Oppolition to the Apoſtles) he 
{hould be rejected. But ſetting this alide 
the Obſervation is of no weight. For it 1s 
not neceſſary to ſuppoſe that the Apoſtie m 
this place intended to ſet forth the whole of 
what was to be done in reference to a He- 
retict, but only ſo much as peculiarly con- 
F cerned 


| Of Excommunication. 93 
cerned the Biſhop, to whom he was now gi» 


es 

7 ving Inſtructions for the- due Execution of 
he his Office. Now the convincing Gainſayers, 
10 the inſtructing thoſe who oppoſe: themſelves to 


the Truth, being a Duty not peculiar to tlie 
Biſbop, but common to every Paſtor of the 
Church, the Apoſtle might well Juppofe this 


as a thing already provided for, and upog 
re this Suppoſition direct Titus only to admoniſb 
2 him, 1. e. (if you chuſe ſo to underſtand that 
4 Word) to give him a pallict and formal 
85 Warning of his Fault, and of the Cenſures 


that would enſue in caſe he was not there 
upon reclaimed from his Hereſy. But, 

4. The main Argument is taken from the 
force of thoſe Words, which contain the 
reaſon upon which the Apoſtle's Rule to re- 
ject a Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond Ad. 
monition, is founded; in which it 1s expreſſy 
{aid of a Heretic, that he who is ſuch is dure 
xedxed G. condemned of himſelf; and the Infe- 
rence reſts upon theſe two Suppoſitions, vir. 
1. That according to the Apoſtle, to be 
condemned of himſelf, is the eſſential Property 
of every Heretick: And, 2. That to be con- 
demned of ones ſelf, ſignifies in this place to 


de be condemned of ones omn Judgment or Con- 
1s ſcience; in reference to the Truth of any 
in Doctrine maintained. Allowing I fay th 


Principles to be good, there will be no room 
to deny the Concluſion. For *tis very right- 
ly obſerved by. thoſe. who contend tor thjs 
8 Senſe 


94 Of Excommunication. 


Senſe of the Words, that © no Man who acts 
according to his Jadgment, how erroncous 
& foever it be, is [thus] ſelf condemned in 
< that Action,“ and conſequently upon theſę 
Principles no erroneous Perſon can be a Here. 
tick. But the firſt. bf cheſe Suppoſitions may 
very well be diſputed, if you have no better 
Proof of it than this, viz. That the Apoſtle 
fays of a Heretick, ir: 8 r, that he who 
& ſuch or ſach.a one is condemned of himſelf. 


For as I have juſt now obſerved, the ſame 


Apoſtle fays of thoſe who canſed Diviſions 
and Offences, that 084 TO/ST Ot, ſuch as theſe, {ſerved 
not the Lord. Jeſus, but their own Belles ; 
Which will not prove that 20 ſer ve his own 
Belly is the eſſential Property of one who cauſes 
VDiwiſions. All that is neceſſarily implied in 
either Caſe is, that in Tact this was what 
woit commonly happened; and there is no Ab- 
ſurdity in ſuppoſing that in giving a general 
Rule about rejacting Hereticks, the Apoſtle 
might mention ſuch a Reaſon only as did 
mt generally hold. This Place therefore of 
fell” will not come up to an evident Proof 
of the Point in hand, even ſuppoling that to 
be condemncd of ones ſelf does here ſignify to 
be condemned of ones own Judgment or Con- 
ſeience. For if it were ſaid that the genera- 
lity of thoſe Who at firſt oppoſed the Preach- 
ing of the Apoſtles; when the Evidence of 
the Goſpel appeared in the ſtrocgeſt Light 
Awhilit yet they proteſſed themſelves 129 
TT | tans 
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ſtians) were Men who upon rar nal Motiver 
wiltully ſet themſelves againſt the Truth, and 
ſo were condemned in their own Conſcienres, 

I know not how this could be diſproved. 

Now if this be a true Anſwer, it mult alſo 

be a {ſufficient Anſwer ; for this doth not fup- 

poſe it to be eſſential to Hereſy, that a Man 

be condemned of his own Conſcience; nor that : 
if a Man be a Heretick) and not condemned 

of his own Conſcience, he ouglit not to be re- 
jected; becauſe there may be more Reaſons 

why. a Heretick ought to be rejected than 

one. But the great Miltake, I think, hes 

in the other Suppoſition, vi. that to be con- 
demned of ones 75 does in this place ſignify to 

be condemned of ones own Conſtience, which. 

is more at leaſt than can be proved ; there 
being, as I conceive, another, and that a very 
natural Senſe, which very well ſuits with 

the preſent Purpoſe. The Reader I hope 

will excuſe my offering my own'ConjeQture, 

when I'fay that the Word «y}dxz]4z&7G- ſeems 

here to be uſed ia Jerſu forenſi, as ſignifying 

one Who ſtands” condemned, not by h 

own CoxscIEN CE . fore God, but by h 

own MouTH before Man. One who condemns 
himſelf by confef/izg himſelf a Criminal, i. e. 

one Whom the Law azsjuges to be ſuch, and 

upon Whom therefore r pronounces Condens 
nation. For the clearing this Interpretation, f 
let it be conſidered, that in ordinary Caſes it 1 
was required, that antecedently to publick | 
i ] Admo- 
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Admonition, the Crime of which any Man 
was accuſed, ſhould be proved againſt him 
by the Teſtimony of competent Witneſſes. 
Thus our Saviour directs, Matth. 18. 15, 16. 
If thy Brother yo treſpaſs againſt thee, and 
- will not hear thee, take with thee one or 
two more, that in the Mouth of two or three 
W1TNEsSES every Word may be eſtabliſbed. 
And thus St. Paul both preſcribed and pra- 
Ctiſed. This is the third time that I am coming 
to jou, in the Mouth of two or three W iTNESSES 
ſhall ever) Word be eſtabliſhed, 2 Cor. 13. 1. 
And again, Againſt an Elder receive not an 
Accuſation but under two or three WITNESSES, 
1 Tim. 5. 19. The thing is indeed in itſelf 
highly reaſonable and neceſſary. For it is 
abſurd in a Judge to admoniſh a Man as an 
Offender, without ſufficient Evidence that he 
is an Offender ; which, becauſe, Men are or- 
dinarily wont to endeavour to conceal their 
Faults, cannot therefore ordinarily be had 
without the Teſtimony of thoſe who were 
Witneſſes of the Fact. The Adulterer or the 
Fornicator ſins in ſecret, and does not make 
it his Buſineſs to publiſh his ow Wickedneſs; 
here therefore there is need of Witneſſes. But 
if a Man be a Heretich, i. e. if he be the Lea- 
der or open Abettor of any Sect in Oppoſition 
to the Apoſtolick Doctrine, the neceſſity of 
Witneſſes is manifeſtly ſuperſeded. In this 
Caſe he becomes his own Accuſer, with, his 
owa Mouth proclaiming himſelf an Offender 
| - againſt 


Of Excommunication. 97 f 
againſt the Order and Diſcipline of the Church, 
and ſo is ſelf-condemned; in the ſame Senſe in 
which a Priſoner at the Bar is ſaid to be ſelf» 
condemned, who by pleading guilty to his In, 

dictment contelles himſelf an Offender again 
the Law of his Country, See now whether 
upon this Foot the Senſe of the Paſſage will 
not be eaſy and natural. A Man that is an 
Herejick, after the firit and ſecond Admonition, 
reject; i. e. let a Heretick ONLY be twice ad- 
moniſh:d, and if after this he doth not reform 
let him be excommunicated, Why ſo? Why 
it follows in the next Words, EIAQE zr. Ji 
re27) 6 r e, Oc. becauſe ſuch a one pub- 
liſhing his own Fault; THou THY SELF 
KNOWEST that he is ſabverted ; the Reaſon 
is brought to ſhew, not why a Heretick 
ſhould be excommunicated, but why the Bi. 
ſhop in ſuch a Caſe ſhould” forthwith proceed 
to Admonition, without calling in that Evi» 
denc? of the Fact which was uſual in other 
Caſes. And to this may well be applied 
what was ſaid upon another Occaſion; what 
need we any Witneſſes, for we ourſelves have 
heard of his ova Moath. 7 4 8 
It may be ſaid perhaps that every Here- 
tick was not always perſonally known to be 
ſuch by the Biſhop; and therefore that in 
ſuch a Caſe; if the Heretic ſhould have de- 
nied that he had taught any ſuch Doctrines 
as he was charged with having taught, therg 
would ſtill have been occaſion for Witneſſes, 
| 1 =  betbrg 
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before the Biſhop could rightly proceed to 
Admonition, But this is a Caſe which doth 
not well ſuit with the firſt Ages, when there 
was no Hazard run by deming the Truth, but 
great Inconveniences ſuffered by profelſing it. 


And it is very hard to conceive by what 
other Motives he, who either thro' a mi- 
guided Conſcience, or thro? Pride, Vain- 
glory, Covetouſneſs, Worldly-mindedneſs, 
and the like, ſhould have liſted himſelf into 
any Sect in Oppoſition to true Chriſtianity, 
ſhould-not have been as forward to publith 
his Doctrines to a Biſhop, or to an Apoſtle, as 
to any common Chriſtian, The Hiſtory of the 
New Teſtament affords no Inſtance of any 
ſuch Reſervedneſs, nor, fo far as I remember, 
do any of the firſt Writers, who repreſent 
the Hereticks of thoſe Times in general as 
Men inſolent and bold, rather induſtrious to 


| ſpread than careful to conceal their evil Opt 


nions. However, this I think we may lay 
with ſome Aſſurance, that it was a Calc 
which very rarely happened, and a Caſe 
therefore which the Apoſtle doth not ſappoſe, 


as indeed there was no need for him to ſup- 


pole it, it being enough, as I ſaid, to juſtity 
any general Rule, to aſſign ſuch a Reaſon for 
it as will for the moſt part hold, leaving par- 
ticular and uncommon Exceptions to private 
Ditcretion. Wherefore to proceed ; As there 
is nothing in this Interpretation which is not 
agreeable to the reaſon of the thing; ſo, = 

| ug 
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ought that I can perceive, tis ſuch an Inter- 
pretation as the Greet Word will very well 
admit of. *Avroxlaxei)& no where occurs in 
the facred Writings but in this ſingle place, 
and therefore we muſt judge of its Significa- 
tion by the uſe of other Words, which bear 
a near relation to it. Now this is certain, 
that kei ſignifies to accuſe as well as to judge 
or condemn, and accordingly Keios Bazogypiag 
is a ratling Accuſation, Jude 9. But this per- 
haps may not be thought deciſive, becauſe 
Compounds often vary from the Senſe of their 
Originals. We muſt therefore conſider Whe- 
ther Karanelre Will bear a Senſe agreeable to 
this Interpretation; and concerning this we 
may obſerve, that thoſe are frequently ſaid 
x[ezeivey not only who do themſelves as Judges 
determine or paſs Sentence of Condemnation 
upon any Man, but thoſe alſo who do indi- 
reitly or more remotely condemn a Man, by 
being in ſome reſpect or other an Inſtrument, - 
in vertue whereof Condemnation is pronoun- 
ced. Thus, Heb. 11. 7. it is {aid of Noah, that 
Kalixews + Klei, he condemned the World, i. e. 
being a Preacher of Righteouſneſe, and fore- 
telling the approaching Vengeance of God 
againſt rhe World, which the World regarded 
not, he became the Means or Inſirament of 
its Condemnation. But what comes nearer 
to our Purpoſe yet is, that thoſe particularly 
thro? whoſe Evidence or Tejtimony Condemna- 
tion follows are ſaid x«Jaeiver, to condemn. 
OY Nz "© Thi 
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Thus, Matth. 12. 41. and Lake 11. 32. The 
Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in Judgment with 
this Generation ( xdlazewtory evllw) and ſhall 
tondemn it. How ſo? Why certainly not by 
paſſing Sentence upon them, but by ſtanding 
as Mitneſſes againſt them, that they were 
inexcuſable 1n their Diſobedience. For thus 
it follows, for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas, and behold a greater than Jonas is here 
. e. their Repentance under thoſe leſſer 
Means will be a convincing Prcof, that theſe 
greater which are now offered are abundant- 
F ſufficient, and conſequently that thoſe 
who reject theſe Means are utterly without 
Excuſe. - If then he who in general is the 
Means or Inſtrument of another's Condemna- 
tion, and particularly who is in ſome reſpe& 
or other an Evidence or Witneſs againſt him, 
is ſaid «d]axerer, to condemn him; it will fol- 
low by Parity of Reaſon, that he who in 


any reſpect bears MWitneſs againſt himſelf, and 


ſo becomes the Inſtrument of his own Con- 
demnation, may be ſaid to be airoza]arei©, 
condemned of himſelf. Ae s xelarcirintw and 
evJoxe]dxet@&- are Words denoting one and the 
ſame thing. Now St. Paul ſays expreſly of 
him who condemned another for a Fault of 
which /e himſelf was guilty, that he did 
dau Ny Nella xelrem (Rom. 2. I.) 7. e. he did virtu- 
ally or more remotely condemn himſelf, by 
bearing Witneſs againſt himſelf that the Crime 
of which he was guilty deſerved Condem- 
ä bh | nation, 
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nation. And thus the unthrifty Servant, 
Luke 9. 22. was % 3 αα,m . L newly, 


condemned out of his own Mouth, becauſe he 


hid up his Talent in a Napkin, when by his 
own Confeſſion he knew that it would be 
required back again with Uſury. Both theſe 
Forms of ſpeaking agree in the general Idea. 
of a Man's ſtanding as an Evidence againſt 


hiniſelf, tho? the particular Way or Manner of 


doing it is different in each. Now for a 
Man to cozfeſs a Fact with which he is char- 
ged, and which the Law condemns, is one, 
'and a very effectual way of ſtanding as an 
Eridence againſt himſelf, and conſequently 
the Heretick who does this may very fitly 
be ſaid to be ſelf-condemn:d. - 5 

With all due Submiſſion therefore to the 
Reader's Judgment, I ſhall leave this with 


him; as what LI take to be the true Senſe of 


the Paſſage, only . obſerving this, that the 
learned Dr. Hammond has given another In- 
ter pretation, which if he likes better, it will 
ſuit my Purpoſe as well. But whatever be 
the true Interpretation of it, that which 


makes the being condemned in his on Con- 


ſcicnce, by maintaining any Doctrine which 
he knows to be falſe, to be the ſpeciſicł Cha- 
racter of a Heretic, certainly is not ſo. For 
if none are Heręticꝭs but thoſe who fin againſt 
their onm Convictioas in what they maintain, 
and conſequently none but ſuch to be rejected 
as Here ichs, this will remove from the reach 
8 8 7 e of 
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of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure all thoſe who either 
thro? Pride, or a careleſs Neglect of the proper 
Means of Inſtruct ion, do err from the Truth, 
For he who thus falls into Error, doth-yet 
embrace it under the Notion of Truth, and 
conſequently he doth not in what he main- 
tains {in againſt his own Convictions, as I have 
before obſerved. But that the proud and 
negligent Oppoſers of God's Word, who are 
by all acknowledged to be under his Wrath, 
ſhould (even ſuppoſing that they could cer- 
tainly be known) have a Right to continue 
in the Communion of the Church, is abſurd, 
and therefore that Interpretation which ſup- 
poſes it muſt be ſo too. I will add. that if 
no Man ought to be ſeparated from Comma- 
nion for maintaining Doctrines deſtruttive of 
the Faith, unleſs he maintains thoſe Do- 
Qtrines- againſt his own Convictions, he ought 
not to be ſeparated for any other Fault but 
under the ſame Qualification; for the Reaſon 
muſt in all Cafes be the ſame. Now not to 
mention that a Man may be guilty of ſome 
of the fouleſt V ices, and yet not be ſelf-con- 
aemned in ſo doing (in this Senſe of Self- con- 
demnation) not to mention this I ſay, I 
know of nuthing in which Men, how much 
foever they may be in the wrong, are ſo apt 
to flatter themſelves into a very firm Perſua- 
fox that they are in the right as in judging 
between themſelves and their Neighbours. It 
is the more proper to inſtance in this, ar 
+ ; 8 8 ben . 5 Caule 
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cauſe this is the very Caſe which was put 
by our Saviour in the general Grant of the 


power of Excommunication to his Church, 


Matth. 18. 15, 16. And what does our Lord 
ſay to this? Does he give it in charge, that 
if any Man's Brother ſhould tre 92 againſt 


him, and ſhould refuſe upon the Church's 


Admonition to repair the Injury, that the 
Church ſhould conſider whether in this Act 
the Offender had ſinned againſt bis own Con- 


victionsꝰ Ridiculous! This had been to e- @ 


vacuate his own Ordinance, ſeeing that if 
the Church were a competent Judge in this 
Caſe (which zom it is certainly not, and 
which for ſome Reaſons that ſhall hereafter 
be mentioned I do not believe it was even 
then) there are few Offenders of this ſort 
that can be brought to ſuch a Senſe of them- 


| ſelves. But what does he ſay ? Why he leaves 


it entirely to the Church to determine be- 
tween the two contending Parties, and with 
reſpe& to him whom ſhe ſhould ad judge to 
have done his Brother Wrong, pronounces 
peremptorily and without reſerve, if he will 
not hear the Church, let him be unto thee as 4 
Heathen Man and a Publican. | 
To return: If the Interpretation above 
laid down be admitted of (and I ſhould hope 
that it will appear at leaſt not improbable) 
it entirely takes away all Pretence from thoſe 
Who ſay that no fizcerely erroneous Perſon is 
| a 
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a Heretic, in the Scripture Senſe of that 
Word, as well as from thoſe who ſay abſo- 
lutely that no erroneous Perſon is ſuch. For 
according to this Interpretation ALL are He- 
reticks who oppoſe the Apoſtolick Dactrine, and 
ALL to be rejected as ſuch, for a reaſon which 
reſpects neither Sincerity nor Inſincerity. Now 
for a farther Confirmation of this Point, 
and to ſhew that according to Scripture Rule 
ALL Perſons, without diſtinction, who depart 


® from the Faith are to be rejected from the 


Privileges of viſible Communion, give me leave 
to make the following general Obſervations; 
UZ. . — 

1. That all the Scripture Directions rela- 
ting to this Particular are conceived in the 
molt abſolute and unlimited Terms. Thoſe 
whom St. Paul, Rom. 16. 17. b:ſeeches Chri- 
ſtians to avoid, are (indefinitely) THEM which 
cauſed Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 
Doctrine which they had learned, He whom, 
2 Theſſ. 3.'6. he commands them to withdraw 
themſelves from, was, EVERY Brother that 
walked diſorderly, and not after the Tradition 


_ which they had received, The ſame Apoſtle, 


Verſe 14 of this Chapter, thus ordains : / 
Any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, 
note that Man, and have no Company with him: 
St. John alſo lays down this general Rule, 
2 John 10. If there come aNv unto you and 
bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into 

ou 


pb, ˙ . ©. > = 


— ww 


—» x, mc "4. 4D. 


- 2 Ih 5 | d 
C . JIIttet tea ft OFT > 


Of Confeſſſons-of-Farthe 105 


your Houſes, neither + bid him God. ſpeed. 


Theſe are the [Scripture Directions, amon 
which there is not one which ſays, or ſo 
much as inſinuates, that thoſe only ſhould 


be ſeparated from the Fellowſbip of Chriſtians, 


who did wickedly or inſincerely depart from 
the Faith, and the reſt, who did the ſame 
thing heartily and ſincerely, ſhould be retain- 
ed within the Boſom of the Church. No, 
Separation is denounced againſt al, without 
exception, who ſhould oppſe the Apoſtotick 
Tradition, from whatſoever Cauſe or Principle 
it might happen that they oppoſed it. is 
true indeed (and I need not, nor have I any 
Inclination to diſſemble it) that thoſe who 
departed from the Faith are here and elſe- 
where generally repreſented as wicked Men, 
and that pon this account they are allo de- 
clared auworthy to be received as Brethren. 
For therefore doth St. Paul beſeech the Romans 
to wark thoſe which canſed Diviſions and Offen- 
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' + Ilagre digen. Solita in Epiſtolis ſalutatio —— nec 
tantum in Epittolis ſed in congteſſibus & allocutionibus quo- 
tidianis, præſertim matutinis, eadem forma a Grzcis uſur pa 
eſt. De qua familiari ſalutatione intelligenda eft illa Sancti 
Fohannis Cautio Ep. 2. de ſeduftore x dige duvmd wi tis. 
Pearſon, Annot. ad Ep. Ignat. ad Smyrn- p. 6. By this you ſc 
tbe Stritneſs of ibis Probibition; that 4 Heretick was not to ve 
vouchſafed ſo much as the lowei Token of Civil Familiarity, be- 
cauſe vo Familiarity. was 10 be beld with him. And this is the 
chen of iboſe other Paſſages of It. Paul here cited; which ꝛbere- 
e concludes a fortiori — uch were not to be admined to ibo 


Tokens or Privileges of religious Fellowſhip» 
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ces, contrary to the Doctrine which. they had 
learned, and avoid them; C AUusk they that 
were ſuch ſerved not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
their own Bellies. And what does all this 
amount to? Not ſurely to a Proof, that had 
ſuch Perſons departed from the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel in the Honeſiy and Sinceriij of their 
Hearts, they were not to be avoided; for 
this Reaſon: is not always aſſigned where the 
ſame Command is given, nor is it the only 
one aſſigned. Their Wickedpeſs was doubt- 
leſs a very good reaſon why they ought to 
be avoided; but it follows not from hence 
that they ought, ot to have been avoided 
but for that reaſon; for the Reaſons why thoſe 
who depart from the Faith ought to be avoi- 
ded are diverſe, and there is one of them in 


1 


ving carefully made uſe of the proper Means 
of Inſtruction, or hour Sincerity. Theſe 
Reaſons J ſay will, one or both of — 

C {ut ; 
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ſiſt; far the Scriptute mentions hut wa, 
to which all the reſt are reducible, viz. 


1. Tie Sten ang: Conviction of, Offenders 


and, 2. The Preſervation of the reſt of the 
Body of Chriſt from the Ifection of their 
Doctrines. The: fr #. of theſe is; mentions, 
ed by St. Paul, 2 Thefl. 3, 14. 1f any Man 
obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that 
Man, and have no Company with him, THAT, 
HE MAY BE ASHAMED; and the ſecond is 
ſpoken of in the aforecited Paſſage in his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, lere the reaſon gi- 
ven for-avoiding thoſe who cauſed Diviſions is 
expreſly this, that ſuch as theſe n their good 
Words and fair Speeches deceived the Hearts of 
the Simple. And to this reaſon the foregoing . 
Words, oor they that are ſuch ſerve. nos the 
Lord. ſeſus Chriſt, but their omn Beſlies, have 
2 very manifeſt reference; for this is juſt as 
if the Apoſtle had ſaid, „I beſeech you ta 
take eſpecial care not to have any FellowW-- 
* {hip.or;;Correſpendence with thoſe, who 
Aby their novel Doctrines cauſe, Diviſions in 
the Church; for ſuch as theſe, tho' they 
put on an outward Form of Godlineſs,..and 
“make lafge Pretenſions of Zeal for Chriſt 
and his Goſpel, yet in truth they ſerve 
* him not, but their own carnal Luſts ; and 
« thus honeſt and well-meaning Perſons are 
* ſeduced and led aſtray by them.“ The 
Concern which the Apoſtle here expreſſes, 


was not leſt theſe Deceivers ſhould make 
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others as carnally-minded as themſelves (for 


they appeared 76 be quite another fort of 
Men than indeed they were) but leſt that 
Shew of Piety which they put on whilſt they 
were yet carnal, ſhould prove a- means of 
reconciling thoſe to their pernicious Dottrines, 
who were more apt to be influencet' by the 
good Qualities of the Teacher, than careful to 


Sf Mer and judge of the Natars of What was 


fraught them. And that this Concern for the 
Safety of thoſe who were yet ſound in the 
Faith, was the main feaſon of thoſe frequent 
and earneſt Exhortations to avoid thoſe wh6 
taught other Doctrines, which we meet with 
in the Epiſtles, is farther evident from what 
the ane Apol'le fays; 2 Tim. 2. 16. Bat ſhun 
profane and vai Bablings, i i e. * Are or with. 
draw thyſelf from thoſe who babble profane - 
and vain things; or, which is all one, from 
thoſe who teach any thing which is contrary 


10 the Doctrine thou haſt-recerved: .' For the 


BeCnkor xevogayias (1 Tim. 6. 20.) are Oppoſed to 


5 Naaſad hun the Depoſttum, liicli is the. 
fame with the woerdrocle d y,Eðx⁊brrof Ab the 


Form of ſound err 0 — 2. 1. 125 and 
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* To ſhew that this i 18 the true Senſe Wy efdioag, 1 it may | 
not be amiſs to ſet down the following Paſſage our of 1152 
©1/A05 090 5 eie d N kd der Wen e ache 6e 
Hue, os ex rea eC¹⁶E E Pail N 
1 Aut]alles F tue, Hermotim. in fin 

Hammond 't Note upon t e Pate. . 5 bt 

" both 


both ſighify that Doctrine Which was-deli- 
vered by the Apoſtles. For what reaſon now 
was Timothy to (hun ſuch as theſe? Why you 


have it Verſe 17. Their Word will eat as doth _ 
a Canter; and mentioning Himenaus and 


Philetus, who concerning the Trath had erred, 
and overthrown the Faith of ſome, the Apoltle 
preſently, adds, But in 4 great * (by 
which is adumbrated to us the Church of 
Chriſt) there are not only Veſſels of Gold and of 
Silver, but alſo of Wood and of Earth, and ſome 
to Honour and ſoms to Diſbonour. If a Mas 
therefore pu d HIMSELF from THESE: (i. e. 
from theſe Veſſels of Diſbonour, ſuch as were 
Hymeneus and Philetus) be ſhall be a Veſſel unto 
Honour, prepared unto every good Work: The 
Greek Words are theſe, id: & 715 Sn faundy, 


1. e. if any one who (as thou art) is ſet over 


the Church of God, and is entruſted with 
Authority for this very End, ſhall put away 


from himſelf and conſequently from the Church, 


theſe vain Babblers, &c. For | KaSdigay Is & 
known Word for Excommunication ; and thus 
it is uſed, 1 Cor. 5. where St. Paal having 
exhorted them to excommuntcete the inceſtuuus 
Perſon, gives this reaſon, ver. 6. Ruom ye not 
that à little Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump ? 
And thus enforces his Exhortation, ver. 7. 
tuxaαον Tow Th , & diu, P d R GE out 
therefore: the old Leuven, that ye may be à nem 
Lamp, c. which he explains after wards, 
per. 9, by wi runarah Y voi ad the not 
9 g keeping 
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ing them to a juſt Senſe of themſelves. With 
P 


keeping C ompany with Fornicators. Theſe Tor 


nicarofs were the old Leaven that ere to be 
f parged out, to the end that the Lump, i. e. 


the entire Bod) of Chriſtians might remain 
unleadened, i. e. untainted by their wicked 
Practices; and ſo in like manner were the 
Preachers of ſtrange Doctrines allo to be purged 
out, that thoſe who were eme in the Faith 
might be i70uao , fitted or ſet in order to 
every good Work, which implies, that unleſs 
th 1 were purged away they would be in 
great danger of 5 overthrowu. This is 
the Senſe of theſe Paſſages, which the Con. 


ſideration of the Context with reſpect to 


both naturally leads me to. Wherefore theſe 
being the Ends which the Scripture aſſigns 
for the Exerciſe of the Diſcipline of iοννπð it 
nication, tis plain that it was intended to be 
exerciſed upon all, without diſtinction, who 
ſhould depart from the Faith; becauſe where 
the Reaſon of any Diſcipline. holds with re- 
ſpect to all, the Difcipline itſelf 'ought to be 
applied to all. Now as to the f of the two 
Reaſons before mentioned, viz. the Shame 
and Conviction of the Offender, it holds, both 
with reſpect to thoſe who wickedly oppoſe the 

Truth, and to thoſe who careleſly-.embrace 
Error, to whom the being ſeparated from the 


| Body of Chriſtians,” with its natural Conſe- 


quences, may be a proper Means of bring- 


reſpect to the ſincerely Erroneous indeed it 


cannot 
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cannot hold, becauſe theſe are already ſu 
poſed to have done their bet, and conſe- 
quently can be under no want of any ſuch 


Method to awaken their Conſideration. But 
when a thing is intended for more Purpoſes 


than one, tis enough to enforce the uſe of it 


if au of them can be ſerved by it. Now 


therefore as to the other, and moſt princi- 
pal, Reaſon for Excommunication which re- 


ſpects the Church or whole Body of Chri- 
ſtians in general, tis plain that this holds 
with reſpect to all, and to the ſincerely Er- 


roneous more ſtrongly than to any of the 


ret, For by how much the more honeſt 


and conſcientious a Man is in his Opinions, 


the more forward and induſtrious will he be 


in propagating them to others; becauſe to 
impart,to others that Knowledge which we 
ourſelves judge to be beneficial, is that which 
Conſcience directs us to. The evil Effects 
therefore of Errors from the Faith will not in 
this reſpect be leſs, but more and greater when 


they are embraced ſicerely, than when they 


are embraced inſincerelyj. So that one great 
End of taking away unſound and rotten Mem- 
bers being to preſerve the reſt of the Bad/ 
from Infection, tis plain that there can be no 
reaſon in this Caſe to ſtay to conſider from 
what inward Principle or Diſpoſition 1t has 
happened that a Man is departed from the 
Faith, any more than there is reaſon for a 
Phyſician, when 4 Limb is ſo far diſtemperd 
as to endanger the whole Animal Occonomy, 

ro 
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to conſider by what Defect in the Conſtitution 
the Diſeaſe was firſt occaſioned, before he will 
adviſe the cutting it off. This indeed is a 
Oircumſtance which, without doubt, God 
Will have regard to in paſſing his Sentence; 
but it is not a Circumſtance which the 
Church, if ſhe were qualified for it, ovght to 
have any regard to in paſſing hers. But, 
3. Whether a Man who oppoſes the Truth, 
does at the ſame time — the Sexſe and 
Conviction of his own Mind; and again, whe- 
Foo by 1 . m_ —_— it 
ſincerely or inſincerely, are Caſes which the 
Governours of the Church in any Age (not 
excepting even the Apoſtles themſelves) were 
not ordinariiy qualified to judge of; the con- 
ſequence of which muſt be, that the Scrip- 


tures in giving Directions about the uſe f 


Excommunication (Which J ſhall ſhew to be 
an ordinary Act of Diſcipline) could not mean 
to lay the Governours of the Church under 
any Obligation to conſider theſe Caſes. For 
give me leave to ask in the firſt place, By 
what means ſhall theſe Caſes be diſtinguiſh- 
ed? Muſt we wait till thoſe who oppoſe any 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity do confeſs either their 
own Witckedneſs or their own Inſincerity? This 

is abſurd, becauſe it ſuppoſes that the Serip- 
tures have laid down ſuch Rules concerning 


Offenders, as that it ſhall depend merely wpon 


the Will and Pleaſure of thoſe Offenders, whe- 


ther the Diſciplive enjoined by them ſhall at 
ont > en 5 any 


hin. — — 
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any time be executed or not: Or ſhalt we 
judge from their known Behaviour in other 
reſpects? This is 1 for it does not 
follow that becauſe a Man is wicked or immn- 
ral in his Behaviour, therefore he maintains 
this or that particular falſe Doctrine, in Op- 
poſition. to the Senſe or Convictios of his ons 
Mind; nor does a careful Uſe of the proper 
Means of TInſtrattion neceſſarily imply the 
| fame Care and Diligence in every other Part 
of his Converſation. So far therefore as T 
am able to judge, theſe Caſes are certain) to 
be diſtinguiſhed no otherwiſe than by In- 
ſpiration, i. e. by the Revelation of God, diſ- 
covering the inward State of the Mind of the 
Offender ; which is a Privilege not ordinarily 
vouchſafed, even to the Apofftes themſelves. 
I fay not ordinarily ; for that ſometimès or up- 
on certain Occaſions they had it, is not to be 
denied. For thus it was that St. Peter was 
informed of the Treachery of Ananias, Acts 
5- 3. And thus (as TI am ready enough to 
believe) that St. Paul no ſooner ſaw the im- 
fotent Man, than he knew that he had Faith 
to be healed, i. e. that he had that Faith, 
which made him a proper Subject where- 
upon to exerciſe the miraculous Power of 
Healing, But tis eaſy for any one who reads 
the Scriptures to diſcern, that ordizarily the 
Apoſtles judged of the inward Diſpoſitions of 
Men by the ſame Rule, and no other, than 
that by which all Mankind judges of them, 

| 5 * | 
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1. e. by their outward Actions. Accordingly 
we find that they were impoſed upon, as well 


as others, by the Craft and Inſincerity of thoſe. 


with whom they, had to do; as in the Caſe 
of Simon the Sorcerer, whom Philip (a Man 


full of the Holy Ghoſt ) baptized, tho his Heart 


mas not right before God, yea, tho” he was in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Ini- 
quit), Acts 8. This was St. Peter's Teſti- 
mony of him; and how did St. Peter know 
it? Why, as any other Man would have 
known it, by his offering Mone) for the Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt; for upon this it was that 
he preſently obſerved to him, I perceive that 
thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs. And what 
elſe does the Manner by which the Apoitles 
proceded, in appointing Matthias to be Co- 
partner with them in the Apoſtleſhip, and that 
Prayer, Thon, Lord, which kaoweſt the Hearts 
of all Men, Sc. recorded Acts 1. what elſe, 

ſay, does it ſhew, than that they them- 
{elves knew not which of the two, 7. e. whe- 
ther he or Barnabas was beſt qualified by his 
inward Diſpoſitions for that Office? Foraſ- 
much then as the Spirit did not conſtan!ly 
diſcover the zzward D:ſpcſitions of Men, even 
to the, Apoſtles themſelves, it is not reaſona- 


ble to ſuppoſe that ſuch a Diſcovery was con- 


ſtantly made to any of thoſe whom they ap- 
pointed as Goverzours under them, and with 
whom they entruſted the Power of Excom— 
munication. In truth, we have no Evidence 


from 
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from Scripture that this Privilege was at any 
time vouchſafed to ſuch ; for tho* we read of 
qud xeicis vd hd the diſcerning of 'S pirits, 
which was beſtowed upon ſome in the 
Church at that time, yet it does not appear 
that by this is meant the Power of Lnowing 
Mens Hearts by Revelation. Interpreters 
have underſtood it as ſignifying the miracu- 
lous Power of diſtinguiſhing true Revelations 
from falſe, and it will be very hard to prove 
that it implies any thing elſe. But let us put 
the ordinary Governours of the Church, ſuch 
as Timothy and Titus were, upon the ſame 
foot with the Apoſtles in this reſpect, by 
ſuppoſing that upon ſomꝰ Occaſions the Spirit 
did reveal to them the inward Diſpoſitions of 
Men. Let ſince the Spirit did not canſtantly 
and upon all Occaſions do this, the Point will 
ſtill be, whether he did it whenever the 
Caſe of Hereſy came before them, as the 
Ground upon which they were to proceed, 
either in denouncing or not denouncing the 
Sentence of Excommunication. And that he 
did not, is evident enough even from hence, 
that the Apoſtles in giving them Directions 
about the Exerciſe of Excommunication, have 
not ſo much as once referred them to any 
ſuch Gift. The Directions, as you have ſeen, 
run in the ſame abſolute and anlimited Terms 
that they. mult have run in ſuppoſing there 
had been zo ſuch Gift, whizh 73s a thing ve- 
ry hard to be accounted for, it this Gift was 


— 
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Indeed common to them all, if it was given 


too for the yery End of Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 


line, as that, without which in Caſes of this 
nature, Excommunication could not rightly and 
lawfully be inflicted. The Apoſtles were very 
careful to adviſe Church-Gqvernours, that no 
Man ſhould be excommunicated as an Offen- 
der, without the Teſtimony of two or three 
Witneſſes, proving ſome Fact or other againſt 
bim worthy of the Puniſhment, except (ſay 
T) in the Caſe of Hereſy, which (according to 
my Notian of a Heretick) ſuperſedes the ne- 
ceflity of Witneſſes. And if what others ſay 
be true, that no Man is a Herezjck, nor con- 
{quently to be rejected as ſuch, but he who 
either wickedly oppoſes the Truth, or inſincerely 
embraces Error; if theſe Caſes are not ce 

tainly to be k»own, but by the Teſtimony of 
the Spirit declaring the inward Diſpoſitions of 
Men; if farther, the then Governours of the 
Church had the Teſtimony of the Spirit, on 
purpoſe to enable them to diſtingurſh theſe 
Caſes, would not the Apoſtles, think: you, 
have been as careful in the Caſe of an open 
Departure from the Faith, to have directed 
them to this Teſt:many of the Spirit, as they 
were in Other Caſes to direct them to the 
Teſtimony of Men? But the Point is now, I 
think, come to this, wiz. Whether Excom- 
municalion, with reſpect to thoſe who ſhould 
depart from the Faith, was intended as an 
AF of Diſcipline, which ſhould be of conſtant 


and 
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and ffanding Uſe in the Church, or whether 


it was to he peculiar to the firi# Ages. For 
that the 71 of knowing the inward Diſpoſi. 


tions of Men by Revelation was peculiar to 
the firit Ages, is and muſt be allowed on all 
Hands, becauſe-the Governors of the Church 
nom have it not, nor have they had it for a 
great many Ages backward. If then this 
Gift was peculiar to the firf# Ages, tis plain 
that this A# of Diſcipline, which (as it is 
pretended) is founded upon this Gift, muſk 
alſo have been peculiar to the firſt Ages; and 
this is the thing, I conceive, which is now 
aimed at, even the diveſting the E=. Go» 
vernours of the Church of a Right or Power 
to excommunicate Men on the account of Er- 
rors from the Faith, and confining their Cen- 
ſures to open Immoralities. But he that will 
take upon him to ſay that the excommunica- 
ting Men for Errors from the Faith, was an 
Act of Diſcipline peculiar to the firſs Ages, 
may as well fay that Preaching and —_—_— 
were peculiar to the firſt Apes; For after the 

ſame manner in which the Apoſtles were 
commanded to preach the Goſpel, and: to re- 
ceive thoſe who ſhould embrace the Faith 
into the Communion of the Church by Bay- 
tiſm, after the ſame manner did the Apoſtles 
command others to exclude thoſe from the 
Communion of the Church who denied that 
Faith which they had once embraced, The 
Directions for preaching the Goſpel and bapti- 


Zang 


deny the Faith, is no ſtanding Act of Diſciplin 
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zing run thus: Go ye and preach the Goſpel t 
£VERY- CREATURE: Go ye and baptixe ALL 
 NaTions. And the Rules for Excommuni- 


cation, as I have ſhewn; run in the ſame 
n= Terms (to which there is no Re- 

riction any where given) mark Thos? 
which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to 
the Doctrine which ye have learned, and xvo1n 
them; "WITHDRAW yourſelves from EtverY 
Brother that walketh diſorderly, &c. If you 
fſay'that the Ends of Preaching and Baptizing 


ſhew them to be ftanding Ordinances, I fay 


the ſame of  Excommunication , the Ends 
whereof have already been ſet down, and 
are'evidently ſuch as enforce the Uſe of the 
Means at one time as well as at another, 
Excommunication is certainly as proper a 
Method to bring Offenders to a juſt Senſe of 


themſelves now as it was at the firſf, and the 
Danger of continuing thoſe within the Com- 


munion of the Church Who deny the Faith 


is not leſs now than it was from the begin- 


ning. So that inſtead of arguing (as ſome 
do) that becauſe, according to Scripture Rule, 
none are to be excommunicated for denying 
the Faith, but thoſe who deny it either wic- 
kedly or inſincerely; and becauſe theſe Caſes 
cannot certainly be known without I»ſpira- 
tion, which is no ſtarting Gift, therefore 
Excommunication, with reſpect to thoſe who 
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in the Church; I ſay, inſtead of arguing, in 
this manner, I reaſon, I think more rightly, 
thus : That becauſe it very plainly, appears 
from the Scripture, that the Excommunication: 
of thoſe who deny the Faith was intended to 
be a ſtanding Act of Diſcipline in the Church; 


and becauſe the Caſes aforementioned are 


ſuch as the Church in its ordinary State can» 
not certainly. judge of, therefore the Church 
is not bound by any Scripture-Rule to con- 
ſider theſe Cafes, but may and ought to ex- 
communicate all who den) the Faith, upon 
whatever inward Principle or Diſpoſition it 
be that they deny it. | | 

4. As a Confirmation of all that has been 
offered under this Head, give me leave to 
appeal to the Practice of the Church in all 
Ages, which appears plainly to have been 
this, that as none were at firſt received into 
the Church by Bapeiſin, but thoſe who pro- 
feſſed a right Faith, ſo all who afterwards 
denied the Faith were as conſtantly ſhut out 
from the Church, notwithſtanding any Plea. 
that might be offered in either Cale from the 
Honeſty and Sincerity of Mens Intentions. 

will not pretend to ſay that Antiquity af- 
to-ds not one ſingle Inſtance to the contrary, 


for I am well aware of the Caſe of Syneſius, 


who was not only baptized, but what is more, 

admitted into holy Orders, whillt yet he pro- 

feſſed that he could not believe the * 
0 
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of the Reſurrection. x But, as Mr. Big 
has truly obſerved, + the Inftance Wis Prem. 
lar, and never made a Precedent, nor drawn 


into Imitation, the general Practice of the 
Church being to examine Mens Orthodoxy 
before their Ordination, and I will add alſo, 
before their Admiſion into the Church by 
Baptiſm. How little weight this Obſerva- 
tion will have with ſome forts of Men, I 


am not ignorant; but to me I confeſs this is 


an inconteftable Evidence (as it muft be, 
F think, to all reafonable and impartial 


Judges) that the Diſcipline of the Church, 


with. reſpect to thoſe who denied the Faith, 
was not originally exetcifed with any manner 
of regard to the inward Diſpoſitions of Men; 
for if it had, it will be impoſſible to account 
how it {ſhould come to paſs, that for the' firſt 
4oo Years not ſo much as one ſingle Inftance 
can be aſſigned, by which it can be made 
appear that they ever were regarded. 
And thus much for the Point of Excom. 
munication; I need not obſerve, that a Pow- 
er to exclude Men from the Church, implies 
under it a Power, and withal a Duty, to re- 
ceive them into the Church, when once the 
Cauſe is removed for which they were ex- 
cluded ; for this, I ſuppoſe, every one will 


* „ * — 
— * 
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eaſily underſtand. I ſhall only add, that if 
the Reader will compare what has been ſaid 
in this Chapter with the Principles laid 

down in the Chapter going before, he will 
find that they mutually ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port one another, and both end in this ge- 
neral and undeniable Concluſion, vzz. That 
whoever he be who denies the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints, whether he be honeſt ot 
not honeſt; ſincere or inſincere, he thereby ren» 
ders himſelf an unfit Member of viſible Com. 


: munion 4 f 
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CHAP, V. 
Wheretn the foregoing Principlès are ſhewh to be 


© agreeable to the Senſe of our Church in her 
20th Article. _ 4 


Have now finiſhed what I at firſt intend- 
ed, and the Reſult of the whole in ſhort 
is this: That Fa#h, i. e. the Belief of certain 
Points revealed by Chriſt, being neceſſary to 
a true and real Fellowſhip with him; it is the 
Buſineſs of Charch-Governours to ſet forth 
what theſe Points are, and that their Deci- 
ſions muſt be the Rule, by which it muſt be 
determined who are and who are not quali- 
fied to be entruſted with the publick preach= 
ing of the Word, and to be received or conti- 
nued as Members of viſible Communion. As 
| „ this 
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this is the general Ground upon which the 
Church of England is eſtabliſhed, and with- 
out which no Church can poſſibly ſubſiſt ; ſo 
from theſe Principles it will be eaſy to aſcer- 
tain the true Extent of that Claim which 

e makes in her 2oth Article, where it is 
declared, that the Church hath Authority in 
Controverſies of Faith. By an Authority in 
Controverſies of Faith, nothing elſe can be un- 
derſtood, than an Authority to ſettle or de- 
termine Controverſies of Faith. In what Senſe 
then it may be asked hath the Church this 
Authority? Why certainly not in this, that 
ſhe in vertue of her Deciſions can alter the 
Nature of Things, and make that to be an 
Article of Faith, which the Goſpel hath »o: 
made ſo, nor that ſhe can bind Men to re- 
ceive any Doctrine as an Article. of Faith, 
which they in their own Conſciences believe 
not to be an Article of Faith; for theſe things 
are equally abſurd and impoſſible. But in 
this Senſe the Church has Authority in Contro- 
verſies of Faith, viz. that ſhe may, and ought 
to declare her Senſe in all Controverſies of 
Faith, which Declaration ſhall have this Ef- 
fect, that thoſe who cannot conſent to any 
.controverted Point in a Senſe agreeable to 
this Declaration, are qualified neither to be 
admitted to the Office of publick Teachers, nor 
to be received as Members of viſible Communion. 
The Declaration of the Church therefore in 
this Caſe is /{ri&ly and properly * 5 
| or 
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for to admit to, and to reject from, either the 


Miniſterial Office, or the Communion of the 


Church, are Acts of Authority; and it is in- 


this Senſe that Biſhop Barnet, who was ne- 
ver ſuſpected of being. a Favourer of extra- 
vagant Claims, has explained this Article. 
& A Diſtinction, ſays he, is to be made be- 


« tween an Authority that is abſolute, and 


& founded on Infallibility, and an Authority. ot 
& Order. The former is very formally diſ- 
« claimed by our Church, but the ſecond 
may be well maintained, tho? we aſſert no 


e unerring Authority.” He ſuppoſes, you ſee, | 


that the Authority here claimed is an Autho- 
_ rity of Order only, which he afterwards thus 
explains. When any Syzod of the Clerg 

has ſo far examined a Point as to ſettle 
* -their Opinions about it, they may certain- 
ly aecrez that ſuch is their Dofrine ; and as 
they judge it to be more or leſs important, 
* they may either reſtrain any other Opinion, 
or may require poſitive Declarations about 
it, either of all in their Communion, or 
* at leaſt of all whom they admit to m/piſter 
in holy Things. This is only an Authority 
* of Order, for the maintaining of Juion and 
* Edification, and in this a Body does no more 


as it is a Body, than what every lingle Indi- 
cc 


6 


* 


* 


* examines a Doctrine that is laid before 
cc 


him ; he forms his own Opinion upon it, 
and purſuant to that he mult judge with 
21 Q 2 * whom 


* vidual has a Right to do for himſelf. He 
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hom he can hold Communion, and from 
hom he mult ſeparate.” OS: 
I, thought it proper to ſet down theſe 
Words, as what would ſhew on which ſide 
of the Queſtion now in diſpute the Ianovation 
lies, and that jn the Opinion of one who well 
underſtood upon what Foot the Reformation 
was carried on, thoſe very Principles are aſ- 
ſerted in this Article of our Church, which 
have of late been ſo much clamour'd againſt, 
V as utterly ſtopping the way againſt all Refor- 
I" mation. There are two things which ought 
# principally to be attended to in this Debate, 
Ii! viz. 1, The Nature and Extent of the Aatho- 
rity pleaded for, and 2. The Perſons in whoſe 
Hands this Authority is lodged ; in both which 
the Biſhop has clearly determin'd on our ſide. 
As to the Perſons in whoſe Hands the Au. 
thority is lodged, he ſays, that they are the 
CLERGT Synodically aſſembled, in diſt inct ion 
from the Lait); for he was not ſo weak as 
to argue with a later Biſhop, that becauſe 
the Church in the foregoing Article is defined 
to be a Congregation of 22 Men, &c. there- 
fore the Senſe of this Article is, that the whole 
Congregation hath Authority, &c. He knew well 
| enough, that to ſay that the Church hath Au- 
| .+ rhority, is, in common Conſtruction, the fame 
LI! thing as to ſay, there is in the Church Authority, 
even as we ſay, the State hath Authority, when 
we mean to aſcribe Authority not to the whole 
Body, but to ſome particular Perſons in ya; 
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Body. But that which I principally inſiſt 
upon is this; that in his Opinion gue Church 
hath claimed the very ſame, and no greater 
Authority, than that which we now plead for, 
to wit, an Authority to declare her Sexſe up- 
on any controverted Point, and to make her 
Declaration the Rule or Meaſare of admitting 
Men either to the Miuiſterial Office, or to Com 
munion. With this Interpretation the fol 
lowing Words do very well agree; Aud yes 
it is not lawful for the Church to ordain any thing 
that is contrary to God's Word written, &. 
Which Caution was intended to ſhew, that 
as the Deciſions of the Church are (ſo far as 
Order and Diſcipline is concerned) a Raule to 
its Members, fo the written Word of God is 4 
Rule to the Church in making Deoiſrons, which 
ſhe cannot either careleſly neglect or wilful- 
ly contradict, Without being falſe to her Truſt, 
and uſurping an Authority which Chriſt ne- 
ver gave her. This ſeems to me to be the 
plain Senſe of the Article; and with this I 
put an End to this Treatiſe, which I ſhould 
have thought very needleſs, could I have 
foreſeen what Mr. Rogers would have writ- 
ten, who in his Review of 4 Diſcourſe of the 
viſible and inviſible Church, in Anſwer to 
Mr. Sykes, very lately publiſhed, has deter- 
mined this Point to the Satisfaction (I think) 
of all ſober and rational Enquirers. But now 
the thing is done, I am perſuaded it will not 
be the worſe but the better thought of, _ 
Er e tte 1+ Moſs þ os Mor ©» rn 
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cauſe I ſo exactly agree in my main Prinef- 
ples with. one Who has deſerved ſo well in 
this Controverſy; and there is this Advan- 
tage to thoſe who are willing to think it one, 
that they here ſee in one continued View, 
what is there purſued thro' a variety of In- 
terruptions, to humour either the Weakneſs 
or the Perverſneſs of a Writer, whom, if 
Mr. Rogers were not endued with a degree 
of Patience and Good-nature equal to his Abi. 
lities, he would have found it impoſſible to 
have followed thro” five Pages. I ſhall only 
add, that tho' the ſupporting of the Chriſtiap 
Faith is a Work which primarily and directi 
concerns the Governours of the Charch, there 
is yet a Care belonging to the Civil Magi. 
ſtrate; but this Point does not fall within the; 
Compaſs of my preſent Deſign, and is of 
Weight and Extent enough to challenge a 
particular Diſcourſe. 0 45 
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